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Arthur Thomas Waring of Woodlands, Chelsfield -
an introduction by Geoffrey Copus.

To quote from the extensive family notes which Mr. Waring wrote late
in life, he was "the third son of Willilam Waring. He was born at
Chelsfield on Decr. 24th. 1851.He was educated at Eton and called to
the Bar at Lincoln's Inn in June 1875, a member of South Eastern
Circuit and Kent Sessions. He served for some ten years from 1871 in
the Kent Artillery Militia, retiring as a Captain. He is a Justice of the
Peace for Kent, and a Member of the First and following County
Councils for Kent, being elected an Alderman in 1901. He succeeded
his father to the Chelsfield property in 1904 and added the Billiard
Room and some further accommodation for the Servants to
Woodlands. He married at Orpington on Oct. 25th. 1877 Agnes Birkett
the youngest daughter of Daniel Birkett who then lived at East Hall
Orpington. She was born at High Burton, Yorkshire, on Septr. 29th.
1851."

Later, Col. Henry Waring, Arthur Waring's younger son, added: "He
died on March 21st. 1920 and was buried in the private ground at
Chelsfield Churchyard. Agnes Waring died on March 15th. 1921 and
was buried in the same grave as her husband."

After he retired from the Kent County Council, Mr. Waring wrote his
wonderfully comprehensive "Chelsfield Parochial Notes", and with
great industry he copied them out three times, each time expanding
his work. What would seem to be the first version found its way into
the extensive archives of St. Martin's church, Chelsfield, and I believe
that the two volumes now lodged there may originally have been
presented to Edward Norman of Chelsfield House by Mr. Waring. I
think it likely that they would have been given to St. Martin's by Mr.
Norman's son in law Arthur Norman Butler when he left the parish in
1940. A photocopy of this version is now at Bromley Local Studies
Library, and I was most interested to discover that my friend Mrs.
Sarah Tanner - a descendant of another prominent Chelsfield family,
the Skeggs of Norstead - had typed out a copy. I have now scanned
this and put it into pdf form in the following pages. Everyone
interested in the history of the parish must be grateful to Sarah for
her work, which has made this possible. I would only comment that in
the twenty years since she wrote her introduction I have made much
progress in tracking down the title deeds on which much of Mr.
Waring's work was based. This collection was dispersed in the course
of the sale of the Chelsfield estate, a gradual process which began in
1920 and continued until after the death of Mr. Waring's son William
Waring of Hewitts in 1945.



In 1949, when I first became interested in the history of Chelsfield and
I was doing my National Service in the RAF, 1 got in touch with Col.
Waring, and he and Mrs. Elizabeth Waring (William's widow) very
kindly gave me and my wife (then my fiancée) permission to transcribe
the Manorial documents, which were with the old family solicitors in
London. My wife worked extensively on these documents, and I have
subsequently typed out her abstracts of almost all of the Court Rolls,
and related material.

It was not until many years later, after I had retired, that Col.
Waring's daughter, Mrs. Beth Nicholls, lent me the further volumes of
Parochial Notes which she had inherited from her father, for me to
photocopy. I hope in due course to scan and put into pdf form the
considerable additional material contained in these further works.

To my surprise, Mrs. Nicholls also produced two more volumes of her
grandfather's work. One contained his detailed notes on the Waring
and Fuller families, and the other his transcripts of the Rent Rolls and
Rentals of the Manors of Chelsfield and Hewitts. Tantalisingly, the
latter starts at a page numbered 372, so clearly it is a continuation of
a volume now lost, which I presume would have contained transcripts
of the Court Rolls. It is fortunate indeed that my wife had done so
much work on those documents in the early 1950s, although at that
time she was not able to locate some of them.

I salute Arthur Waring over the years for his wonderful work, and I
picture him working into the small hours with pen and ink, in the
quiet of his study at Woodlands, blissfully unaware that the world
with which he was familiar was about to disintegrate in the great
economic and social changes brought on by the Great War. 1 can but
marvel at the scope of his researches, particularly as, a century ago,
the historian did not have that easy access to vast arrays of material
which we now enjoy. Subsequent researches have shown that, like all
historians, Mr. Waring occasionally made some mistakes or drew
incorrect conclusions, but such slips are rare indeed.

Mrs. Tanner's work is now in pdf form, in three parts, and I intend to
add a fourth part, containing copies of many of the photographs taken
by Mr. Waring. Most of these appear in the original volumes, although
there are some additional ones, apparently taken by him, which have
come from other collections. Notable contributions have come from
James Ingham and his sister the late Mrs. Susannah Bowden,
descendants of Arthur's younger brother Herbert Fuller Waring.

Geoffrey Copus, 17 Oakdale Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8DS -
1st. December 2012.
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Chelsfield wvariously spelt in old wrritings Cheseld.
1

Ceresfel. Cillesfelle, Cilesfeld. Cilesfelda., Chellesteld and
Chellesfield took its name from its cold and onen  situation.

“Eeld" or "Cite" in the Savon signifvinag cold: and ffeld" a
plain or Ffield.

The parish is large, and lies in general on high ground.
1t contains about 2378 acres of land, and is about four and a
half miles lona from north to southi; but varies much from east
to west.

The population has steadily increased duwring the last
centurv, az the table below will smhow. but it made a large
imp i 19012 this being principally due to the develaopment at
Greenstreet Gresen, now knNnown as Mew Chelsfield.

Inhabited Houses Males Females Total
1801 3T 269 605
1811 A19 294 713
ar 132€ 418 TES 756
1831 27 426 EZ70 794
1841 448 414 859
1851 468 AOC 8783
1861 416 T68 784
1871 903
1881 517 0 947
1891 567 560 1127
1901 753 770 1522
1911 8365 905 1790

Mext to population, the advance of a parish may be
measured bv its rateable valuge, and it is of interest to' note
how Chelsfield has varied in this respect duwring the past
three hundred vears: but it must be remembered how much the
value of money has altered during these centuries, and also
that probably in pasft davs much property escaped assessment.

Lambarde in his Ferambulations of Eent written in 1570
sets the sum of £3.46.8 against Chelsfield in his Table of
"Tenth and Fifteenth'" of Kent. These Tenths and Fifteenths
were practicallvy an Assessment upon which tares. tributes, or
contributions of money were paid to the FKFing, or in other

words bhev were the rateable value of the parish at that time.
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The next Assessment Lo be found 1s that 1in the Church-
wardens Boolk for 1742 +or a Church rate, and these assessments
appear with some reaularity up Lo the time thalt Church rates
were abolished. In making these assessments the parish  was
divided into two divisions. The Upper Division consisting of
the northside of the parish, and the Lower Division of the
south side. It appeRars  from  the Books thatl one o the
Churchwardens acted for each Division. In the vyear 1743 the
assesasment. of the Upper Division produced £3.146.73, and that
for the Lower Division £7.14.9, making a total of £17.11.0.
The rate made was siv pence in the pound:; therefore i1t would
seem that the assessable value of the whole parish was £702.

In 1844 the amount collected was £52.3.7 on a similar
rate of six pence in the pound, which qgives an assessable

ey e

value of R2E70.10.0.

In 1911 the assessable value had risen to £16,3290.

The customs and manners of ow foreftathers, and the way
in which parochial government was carried on, is to be gleaned
from the old Registers, and the parish  Account books; but
unfortunately the parish chest is very deficient as regards
the latter. £ onlv contains the wvarious registers and a
Churchwardens book datina from 1742, all the other parochial
books are missing. Theretore in collecting anvy  notes on owr
parish historyv, private documents and County Histories have
mainly to he relied upon for information; and old wills whan
accessible throw much light upon the customs of the time in
which thev were made.

In 14682 one William Whvthed willed "To be buryed yn the
porche of the chyrche of Chelsfield. To the pavement of the
parche iids iiiid". And agein another William Whitehedde in
the vear 1500 desired to be buwied in  the Church porch  of
Chelzfield and gave for the Reparations of the Nave vis viijd
(Test Cant 10, It would appear that the Church-porch was  the
favorite burvinag place of thise family, who seem to have been

inhabitants of the parish down to_the present day (see p.103).

Thaomas Jetow in the vear 1472 bequeathed "To ye pavntyng

of ow lady of pite i id. Ta Richard Binaunt=yr parson  aof
Chelsfield Ffive acre of lande lving in a field called
gretetfeld lvvnas under wve parsons hawe in Chelstield to  hym

and his successors for evermore for to be praved for and all
mv frends evermore perpebuallyv” (Test Cant 10). Thi=s field is

N



masily identified as heinag Khe one that lies on the e: side
of the Chelsfield House aarden. The Jetourz were a tamily long
resident, and 1 and AT S in this parishs their name

constantly appearing in the old register and Court Rolls.
Frobably this is fthe i1dentical John  Jetour tno bhe mentioned
p. .

hereatter in connection with Alice Brav. The name of Johes
Jeter of Cheseld aopears in the long list of pardons which
were granted to the {followers of John Cade atter his

formidable rising in Hent in the vear 1450. Chelsfield appears
to have taken but a small part in it, as no other Chelsfield
name appear:s in the (Aarch Cant YITL267).

It was a common practice to make bequests for the repairs
to the Church, several instances havina already bheen given.
These benefactions were usually in money. Henrv RBeverych the
then owner of Wheattields . now known as Mavpole Cotltage, by
his Will dated 1502 (See p.l134) left to the Mother Church of
Rochester 2d. to the Hiah altar of Chellesfvld for Tyvthes
forgotten 1 . and manev to find taperse to burn before the
Trinity in the said Church  for  evermore. Al aham Jalton a
carpenter of Chelsfield in 1&31 gave six shillings and  eight
pence for a Sermon ta be preached at his funeral , and he gave
ten shillinas to the poor of the parish.

It was not an unconmon evaent for bequests to be made af
things that could not posszibly be used for the Church, some—
times bthese articles wers sold, and the proceeds devobed to
the Church: thus William Cokke in 1472 willed "To the Rodeloft
i bovshell of barlev (fesh Cant). John Brasyvr the elder of
Chelsfield veoman ledtt in 1597 (see p.146) To the use of the
churche of Chelsfield for ever Two sheepe to be put in  stocke
and towards the reparacons of the same churche Tenne

(1% In 1513 John RBensriche (See p.liD) of "Wheatfields’
devised "a comre pce of &5 Lo the said churche to +fynde a
tapar of war brennvnog betfors or lady of pitie ther'. Hee also
bequeathed "a cokie pce of 1. 4 to fvnde a taper or 2lb waxe
to huwrne before the apulcre in the said churche forevermor',
and "To fuynde a taper of wax brennvng before the Trinitie ise
tthe zaid churche 95 ar a colte proce of 10s". (Far Mag 18935).

A parish often possessed a large stock of Fine, which was

fFarmed oufa the renlt or procesds heing placed to  the
churchwardens accounts or devoted to specific purposes, such

as providing Lapers. or specific obiects. in pra—-reformation
days a most prolific arnd popul ar method of obtaining income
For churoch purposes waere  The  Church-ales and  Church-plays.
These ales were parish ftfeasts, where ale and foond were usually

&



sold for the benodit of The genoral church fund, or some
particular obiect. Qccasionallvy the Ale was held within the
Clhwroh  dtgeld, more often in the <chwcoch-houze, or some
neighbouwring place. The parish  beld brewing gear for the
providinag of the ale, and it 13 guite possible that the above
bepauest of barley was used for this purpose (see Coux’'s
Churchwardens Acocounts) o Church-plavs ware also acted for like
purposes, sometimes 1m the Church, or  churchvard, but more
often in a field near the Church, or in the market-~place. The
accounts of St.lLaurence Reading show thalt thev were acted at
that nlace on the open spacs near  the Church called fhe
‘Forbury ' (Cox’'s Ch Wds Accounts). It is cwious that the
fiwld oppoasite ow church-areen is also called "Forberry ;3 and
it may be that in olden times Church-plays and Church—-ales
Faok place an this spol.

(The following paracaraph was on an opposite page as  an
explanationd.

There is a field named "Butts" on Hewetts Farm throuagh
which the footpath passes from that farm to Enockholt Station.
Be wonder whether the name iz derived from the fact that
Formerly bubhs were erechted on this spot for the practice of
archery amonag the inhabitants. There are zeveral references to
tivis name Lo bs dound in Hashted (See Hasted folio Edit X &l b
and 418 — IV 224, % Arch Cant X 228). The use of the long-bow
was obligatory upon every able-bodied free-man below the rank
at Ernight or Es-guire. The archery practice generally took
place on Sundavs and Holy Dave atter Divine Service (Arch Cant

P

X1 15%: Cox 'z Churchwarden ' s Accounts 227).

Freguently veople nf substance, and 1in a qgood positiaon of
life left their houvsehold furniture in great detail. William
Fatleoy, who was the owner of Bucks Cross Farm, Pascalles Wood,
and other land in the parishes of Chelsfield and Shoreham, in
the wvear 1599 (Soe o, L beaueathed to his son William' “"one
bestead which I lye in. one featherbed and boulster with my
best coverlett, one cubbord in parlowr. An Irom pot and a
spitt., Two ocaire of hempen sheets. Two blancketts Two Chestes
the greatest and which fthe Writinges are in." Robert Fetley
(see p.l&L) who also held Bucks Cross left to Robert Smith his
siters son one long planked table, the frame to it, and eight’
Jjoined stooles. one carved large presse cubboard, one forme,
two iron cobirons. one bhrasse Cauldron or furnace, four chets,
one Ffeatherbead, bowl ster, bed=stedle and the furniture
belonging to it standing in the Farlow Chamber, And alsoe one
brasse potte, one inined bedstedle and bed with what belongs




oo 1t anding i e i baohen Chamber, Nnes half headead
bedztedleae and bed with wh s ta the same standing  in
the Garrettts o ki (- _ Falirce  one  Cubbord S in the
Eitchen was given. A very similar Will dated 1597 made by John
Frasier owner of "Mewlands o now part of Hewetts meadow, and
other land in the pari=zh was given in the Farish magazine in
the verar LEYE.

Legacies were often left in Eind, and not in  monev. The
above mentioned killian Fetley (= p.ld7) gave unto his
daughter Amy Brasiers Children "to everie of them one vonge
shaepe". He beaqueabhsad osrtain Annuitlies amounting to £2013.04d
to his son Thomasm to bhe paid out  of his lands in the
Qizcupation of Thomaz Mace of Boddington, and nut  of other
lLands in the temuwre of James Stvles "Provided alwavs that if
the said fhomas myv sonne shall not behave himseld godlie  and
honestlie in the Judament of my  kinzmen  Thomas Fetley of
Filztones and homas FPelley of Halsted then the said Annuities
z=hall cease and bee of none effecte notwithstanding that is
batora wreitbten". abraham Dal ton a carpenter of Chelsfield, who
held land within the Maror of Chelsfield at Greenstreet Green,
atter desicing thalt he ehoulod “be buried  among  the faithful
people” gave to Alice Kingsland hiz grandehilild an BEwe % her
Lambe" . Fobert Fetley already mentionad alsao bequeathed to his
Cosen Mary Peirce "The next Fall or Cot of one parcell of the
woodland callaed Fascalls wood Lwving ancd being in the parish of
Shoreham 1n the said Countie of tent when the same wood shall
come to bee of nvne vears arowith atter  my deceass". It is
clear that it was pozsible thal several vears might elapse
before thisz legacy was realised. He also made a similar gift
Lo his Cosen Elirzabeth Smith with the execption that this fall
o cut owas i Oven BMood. Willian fFetley an owner  of Bucks
Cross by his Will dated 1522 ledft to hise wife the "Freshe
sohes” in bthe Mobe and ponds of Filston"; and the "mannvynge
for too or thryve mylike HKye'". This testator aleo left his "best
Hakeney riding horse' to (homas Wyllinghly for his  labolr  as
Overseer of his Will (see p.ldo).

In the vear F51E John PBEeverveh (see p.l33)) who  then Was
possessed of "Wheatfields® leflt by his Will "To the churche of
Chellisfeld a maser cuppe bthe whiche I bouwght of HMastresse

Alyes for thvs entent that everyv childewifte also every brvde’

=hall dervnbe on 1t and Lo contviue as long as 1t lastith. Also
Y omares to be bestowed in the most needful lest reparacions
that i1g to be done in the id chuwehe, Item T hequeth to  the
saide churche XXs to bve latvn bolles to stande undernethe the
tapers thatevs bef lofte wtin the same churche

tore the tvend

)



[ without daoubt the Alice Bray
who by her Wil1l, out in  these notes, left her
l@SEQP i1 to.Jmhn il Liams Ehe bthen parson of Chelsfield.
Frobabyly 1t was Lhe Loar et ore which she sold to John
-evmrvmﬁm" and which i1is the subisct of the above bheguest. This
more tlan Likely as John Bevervche was appointed by Mrs
theay one of hhe Suhors of her Wille A Maser Wwas a  maple
cup, or bowl, often mounted with silver, and bound with rings
Of the same metal (Arch Cant YIT.E98) . The custom of  bhringing
in a cup ot wine at the Marriage Service, for which provision
was made 1n the Sarum cighl, with a reterence to the ble2ssing
ot the water by Dur llord at Cana led to gifts of vessels for
the purpose. Therse are  three  swch bequests 1in Fent  wviz.,
Birling in 131&, Chelsfield in 1913, and Greenwich 1in  1506;
ant all fthe abowve ir show thatt the custom also obtained
the time of the Chuwoching of WOmen (Test Cant p.XIV). A
"fatvn bholla" was a bowl madse of latten, a metal familiar to
wz as the material of which monumental brasses were made (Arch
Tant VYT, 90y, John Beverwvohe also left "to John the sonne of
Ardrewe Bevervohe V mother sheep. To  Agnes the daughter of
gaide Androwe Y mother sheep. To Syvbyll Beon viohe that was the
wite of Thom Fen veh to hivr marriage &. To the childe that
she goothe w® all be it man chuvle, or woman childe &6l when
¥viiol v and 1+ 1t dve then my execubtor to distribute the
salid &L in meritoriouws deeds that is to say to poor preests to
churches and Lo hial weves where most nede vs to bhe done'. Hea
hegueathed "to amende the hialh wayes in Bromley comen where
most neede vs 1 -hd, to amende the high waves in  the parish
of Farneburabh in lLondon wave where most neede vyvs 1Iis—-4d. He
desired Lo be bhurised at Chelsfield.

Canty . Plastee

Sl Aances

F
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M. ToWoWilkinson in his "Highways and Bvways of England’
Sava. [n Mediewval btimes "The Choarch taught that the amendment
af hiqhhayﬁ wag & plous  work  of muaech the same merit  as
visiling bthe siock, and that gifts for thiz purpose were little
pleasing in the sight o+ God than these to hersel¥f. She
continueal by wraed the +faithfal, also to leave money for
mending the roads, and declared that those that did so were
worthy of remembirance.

le

Mearly every Will contained directions as to  the burial
of the testator, aenerally =ither within the Church, or else
in the Chuwrochvard. Herey  Bevervyvech  1n 1509 desired "to be
buried within the Chuwroh gerth of Chellesfield (see p.134).
"Gerth i a Morth of England word signifying a backside,close
or garden (Jacobs loaw Dichk) and it 12 rather curious  that it
should find & place in the Will of a man belonging to Fent.

i




tomary upon (A TG o+ an
b of the Chuwrch with black, but
only Dwo ina : ;o thig custom  have been
found in Chelstield records. The +ivzst when Richard Aschlegh
in a Latin Will dated 1 daesired that his erecutors order
one black cover of Save cloth with a white Saye cross with
which his grave should be covera2d tor btwo vears and atherwards
(Test Cant): and the second when Thomas Morton, the Lord of
the Manor of Chelsfisld, direscted that there be no excutchrons
nor Fall Bearers, nor the Fulpit Hung with mowrning upon his
burial in 1749,

In former davs
important Derson

|3

AN Award made in the vear 1988 in a dispute as to a debt
between one William Falmer, who wazs a landowner in Farnborough
parish, and William and Micholas Brasier of "Betses and Wheat-
fields in Chelsfield, throws some light wpon fthe customs and
manners of those davs. One of the fouwr  Arbitrators was  the
Fowve Georage Smith, the first Rector of Chelsfield of that
name. It was aareed bebtwsaon Lhe parties thab all matters in
di¥+erence betwaen them “"from  the beginnvge of the worlds
until Lthe XXVI®Y dave of February now last pastY should be
sattlad. The Arbitrators awarded that HWilliam Rrasier should
pay nine Founds bto William  Falmer; and ordered that the
pavment should be made as +tollows: "On the feast dave of the
natvrnvtie of St.Johlhn the RBaptist next comynge aftter the date
oFf Lthis ow Awarde three pounds at o in the CThuwwahe FPorche of
Chellisfilde aforesavd between the hourres of nvne 2 twelve of
the clocke in the {forenoone of the samne feast dave'. They
orderesd two other three pounds to be paid on the feast davs of
St.oMvechael the Archangel, and of the birth of ow lord Christe
respectively, at the same place and between the same hours
(saee p.ld44) . We zhould bhe somewhat swprised in these days at
finding civil debts being discharged in the chuwrch-porch upon
leaving' the chuuwoh on o christmas morning, and that being done
by the order of the FRector of the parish.

,

'

Lpon the sale of the Manor of Hewebtls to William Feltley
by Lord John Grev and Dame Anne his wife in the year 1322, it
wan agiread that a part of the purchase money should be paid at
the “fornte — of the Cathethrall Churche of Synt Foull wtn
L.ondon . (see p.l3&6).

Our Register records the burial of three persons between
July 17Eh and Gugust Sth 1593 with "snatched by the plague®
against their names; and at the end of the entries {for that
viear i this note "This vere there was a greake plague 1in
London  where of dyed there in  one weake about 1600 persons'.




T 1504
vislt

which 1t is recorded as having re

oF e areat Flaooe e « but there wiare lessor
tions both betore arnd after - 1573 1 the only year in

hed Chelstield.

in ougust 1834 a panic was caused in thiz paris by the
death of two women, whio  were supposed to have died  very
fuddenly from Aziatic Cholera. This diseasze wazs present in
Ernaland durinag this vear, and 1t is possible thalt it reached
Chelsfield. Evil led to good — A& thorough overhauwling of  the
parish ensued so far as sanitary mattersz weres concerned; avery

being inspected. and put in good order.

The FPower of the FPuritan duwring the time of the Common-
wealth iz apparent in our Register. By an Act passed in 1653
by the Barebones FParliament, Civil Marriage was instituted. It
was ordained that persons about to maryry should deliver to the
parochial Fenlshrar a2 statement  of  their PLrpoOse. The
Registrar was then reguired to publish the banns in the
Chureh, or Chapel, of the parish  of  each spouse on three
sevaral Lard s davs:; or elze in  the Market place on  three
“al marbket g HMaving published the hanns bthe registrar
the partie 2 Certificate which they carried to some
Lce of the Feaos, who o forbthwith declared the marriage
‘ul and complete, aftter cauwusing the spouses to  Jdoin  hands
exchang:s ttie bainding promises (Jeatirosons Brides &
ls 11.67).

u

There are sSeveral such marriages recorded in the
zfield Regisbter, btwo of which will be given in full.

O
T
—
]

oo

"Thomas
Eramly Maroch 2

ne and Jane Foole married by Justice Skinner at

i 165G,

Dr. Beebv in his “Bromlev Church’ states +that "0On  the
abolition of episcopacy during the Great Rebellion, the manor
of  EBromley wase sold in 1647 Lo Augustine  Skinner: for
LH, 455000000 Th was however restored to its righbful oWwners
in 1460, Probably the above was  the Justice who performed
this marriage.

ALugustine Skinner was a strong FParliamentarian, and was a
member of the “Uommilttee of Fent” (Arch  Cant IX.3E), but
probably the  UMe. Justice Skinner who per{ormed these
marriages was William,a brother of the better Enown Augusetines
the said William was Captain 1n Cromwells” army (Hanmen).




v B lbhorn and Anne Smith o marvied by
Aard Aeh Justice of the Peace. The intention of marriage
M the foresaid parbies bheing three szseparate  lorde-days
the solemnization publizhed in the parish Chuweh of
Ladmi lde and nob being obiected Lo the contrary January the
fArs=t one thouzand =ik hundeed  and  fifty  five. M. George
HGilbarne and Mrs Anne Smith wers (affher certificate made by
the FReaisters of Sevenoke and Chelsdield of due publication of
their intended materimony)y marvied by me Edward fAshe Esg one of
the 5 0F the Pos within thise County ot Fent (accord-
ing to o an Act of Parliament dahted ve btwenty fouwth of  August
Ore thouzand =i huandred Fidty three) the day and vyeare first
abvoe written., In testimony hareof [ have hereto setht my hand
Ed Ashe"

Chanuars

Clhiem

M- s Edward Azhe apuears Lo have been somewhat busy with
the affairs of Chelsfield: for not only did he make the above
elaborate entyry aszs to the marriage:; but he also saw that  the
Registrar {The then Rector of Chelsfield) was properly
appointed, as iz shown by the following entries in  the

"Decenber the 13tk 18655
I doe approve and confirm Fobert Milles, Clerk to be
tThe parish Register of the parish of Chellsfeilde in
the County of HEent acocording o the choveoce made of him
by the Farishioners of the said Farish

Fd Asche
I Robert HMilles of the Farish of Chelsfeild abhove
Wil then dio sweare Lo do and performe all the otftfice
and dutie bhelongwith to a Farish Register according
3 vl iamnent for Registuring of marriages,

o bthe Aol of B
birthz. and deeas

thert Milles
i "

The fsches or Gshes were a tamily that alt one btime owned
much land in this neilghbouwrhood. They were written in ancient
atin deaeds, Ue Frascino,and Hasted states theyv were so called
most likely from having their residence near some place well
planted with Ash trees.BEdward Asche probably lived ab Halstead
Cowt Lodge, as & person of that name had recently bought that
house and the Manor of Halshead., He is retwned in the Court
Foll of Chelsfield for the vear 1682 as a tenant of the Manor,
but the description of the land is not given. In that for 1717
another Edward Gzh paid a Relief of 12s 4d for Charme Wood and
Richmore Woods o bhe death of his father William Ash.




Bl plaborate system  for th
(M T3 ot thoze suspected of FRovalists
M London Défice was in Fleelt Street,
arwarder lists oFf "suspected persons” to
suspects  travelled, the

in London the address at
lodge;: and  the traveller

cz the place of his  lodging.

Eymn"#'
and
this e
Feglstrar forwarded to the
which the traswol ler 1 ten
14 had to report tao b %
amas of four Chelstl appear in these lists Francis
Brasmver , veaman: John Caclke, shandmany Jobm Clarl, yeamans;
and Foberlt Petlev,veomans (Aroch Cant XXTITLL72).

Hhmn CHR

Francis Brasver was a yeoman of ome importance in Chels-—
tields; he owned bhree Cottages and a mmall amount of land on
Well Hill kriown . Rese or Rough Garden”, and some twenty
acras of  1land Ad101n1nu thea  known _ and now
called Sy K ; also the owner of "Betzes and  Wheat-—
fields , and obther piroper-ty in the parish. His name constantly
appe i oold  deeds, and  Cowt Folls of the Manors of
Chaolatrielad and : He wazs bhuried at Chelszstield on October

THentess

ol

Robee 1t o
Arthony Pmtlew
died and we

al=n & substantial yeoman, the son  of
I H mho succeaded 1in L&&ET. Robert
ield on July Z3nd 16468,

e mames of John Cocke and John Clark do not  appear in
the CTouwrt Rolls, or 1n any doctunent to whioh we Fave had
vobut one Mhomas Uoocle a +veotfter of the UColgate
Charity in 1823,

DT

Boon after the Retoarmation "Briefs’, or lLetters patent
bearing the rroval sigqrature, and addressed to Clergvmen,
Lhurchwardpnw, and otheras., authorising collections +for any
public, or private, loss wers issued. [t appears that the sum
to be collectoad was auwite voluntary, and at the discretion of
the parish, and there are  instances where the Briet was
returned withowt any money. Ouwr Register contains a list of
about one hundred sach collections made between the years 14660
and 1&7




Few bhaing givan, bub they are
obiects for  which
o kthem  in this

will al leow ror anlwv

amp ) e of the whole
wiad ., and the
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parish.

16560 For the fire at Wapping S 7d"

"1AES0 For Milton Abbaz 1n Dorset ls 2

In 16958 the upper part of the town of Milton Abbas was
detroved by fire, and a bhrief was granted +or
rebuilding. (llewis’ Top Dict of Eng).

“1EED For Chouroh at Scarborough bs 7d”

The Churches of St.Mary and StoThomas swustained
considerable damage chaing the Farliamenbtary war.
(lewis ™ Top Dict - Arch Cant XIV.2054).

1560 For Heney Harelson mariner 3s Sdv

Herrw Harrison shipwrecked on a vovage from
Foyrtiyal o (Aroh Cant XLV LEOT7Y .

"1a62 For ve Converted Twk Dandulo At

Fhilip Dandulo ws a Mahometan Twk. (Aroch Tant XIV.207) .
“"1669  For a Sea flair Endells ship Pz adn

Proobably a ship Lo by +Tire.

"1&70 0 For ve B ytion of slaves £2.1.47

Only one colle for this last obliecht is recorded at
Chelsfield, but = -al o were made in other parishes,

artel in an account ot these Miedts in Archaeologica
Cantiana Vol XTIV | e 208 it is stated that it was a
Briet {for ralsing £30.000 in order Lo the ransoming of
Emnglish captives out of Twkish slavery. (See Walford
on kings :

&

Betore the advent of Tithe maps, and the Ordnance Survev,
the boundaries of a parisbh were put into writing detailing the
trees and other marks which denoted the boundaries. The better
to remember those, the older and better instructed inhabitants
walked the bounds taking with them the younger members of the
conmuni by, Upon arciving att a well marked point the latter
were bumped against the boundary mark so that they might not
forgel it. In olden times it was ordered that a Ferambulation
of a parish was to be made by the minister, churchwardens and
pariszhioners, by going round the same once a vear in or about
Azcension week (Jacobs Law Dict). Business was combined with
pleasuira, and the day was considered a holiday.

i1




A  document  headed -~ YA
shioners of Chelstield through
zh on Wednesday  the 2lst  May
Then llows a loang list of  variows points
2 boundarr . ity s owhich  probably by
e peridshed. The document then ende with a
the supenszes of bthe day. viz.

2 have 1N D (W E

bw tho pau
bhe @i

il par

T

e
tameant

tJ

"pad Thos Enow for one day a going the bounds
Fichard Johnson

Thos Buster

i Fonn

Jr Evereat

FicheSlinner

James Hroolks
John Brooks
JeJohnson
Rob®Everest 0
I oo 0. 2000
Eopene at Fichmore Hill . 2. &
3 ppers i _ Baruch Wood .15, 1
Tupenses of drinking abt Baruch Wood 0.11. 5

'’
.

>,

i

2
'’

b
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T D D D D
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3

-3
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DO I I
.
k.
V
L3

D. b

-A
ol
-
ol
Do
o

X
H
[
.

Vi

p=
) -
s

_ pod For Deoloong 1. &,
Fho o Havrris pd Ffor Faridsh 1o & ¢

(Bew p.128). "

From the above it appears that the men were paid two
shillings each for the day, and the boys six pence: and it
would alsn seesn that the Rector and  the parish divided the
erpenses, +Tor r.ollong was then Rector, and Mr.Jdames Harris was
an Overzsesr 1n s year.

There isn another papesr in ow hands headed “"The BHoumds of
the Faritash of Chelastfiold ware walked on Wednesday the 18th and
Thur=day the 19th davs of April 183Z8. The bounds are stated
below'. & list of these follow which varies from that made in

728, The names of the persons that perambulated are given,
consisting of twenty seven  inhabitants ot Chelsfield, five

from Halstead, and two from Enockholt.

The Chuarchwardens acocounts  for Ehis  vear ocontain - th
by, Ypd expens b

is
Lodrinking, going the hounds of

Lhe PFarish @ g



Durious 2ntries oft ST in old parish bookss which
would mot bhe congidered 1 itim o appropriate payments in
the present dav. The Churchwardens Accounts for Chalsdield are
exceadingly free from this kind of entry; but possibly i+ the
Dverseoers books were in existence some such enltries might  be
found. It uwsed to be the wuniversal custam to pay for the
destruction of vermin out  of the rates. Thi=s custom was
authorised by Act of Farliament (8 Eliz.C 13) which provided
that the Chorchwardens, with six other parishionsrs, should
suness holders of land or tithe for the destruction of "Noyful
Fowles and Yerovn® Lo provide a fund to reward every paerson
destroying Lthe sames; and this Act sets out the sum of money to
be pald for sach bird or animal (Cox Chwdns ncc 296).

&

Dur Churchwardens pald 1n 174353 for "4 Foxes head 4s'. In
1744 theyv paid "Richard liarking for a foxis head Lls". In 1745
they "pd for & Bogger (B o) head 1s. FPd for fouwr hedghog 1s
Aele Iy L7782 "For s pole cer Aot o Im 1748 they entered " or
relieving a lame solder 2z 4d. In 1749 "Pd For Orders for
tempared Cathle 4d". In 17250 "To a letter enquiring after
e Ze'. I 1T are  the following 1htems, "pd for a
corkscrew for bthe ase of the Church Zs", and “"Biscuits 1=, 1
bottle of Fort, 1 of Sherry by desire of Mr.Williams for the
Yesbry-room on day of Dondiraabion 11s".

J

In olden days the body of a criminal executed ftor murder,
o some obther offence, was othten hung in chains clozse  to  the
spot where the crime had been  committed. There are several
such spots 1n thizs distyrich: and MroFhilip Norman in his notes
on Bromley published in the Archeonlogica Cantiana gives the
following instance. "MAlmost within living memory the hody of a
man was hanging in chains by the bit of old road, now disused,
2 resn Shreetl and 1n my childhood the gibbet, or a
part of it estil) at: Chelesfield Hall. I believe the
culpeit had been ol vobbing the mail. ‘

SO,
Lt 2T

There i3 a letter dated 1825 in the parish chest which
may bhe of interest. 1t is from the War (Oftice addressed to the
Churchwardens of Chelsfield, and is in  the following terms
"That with Reference to the 70%" Section of the Mutiny Act-
That Robert Broaker a native of Chelsfield dis-charged {rom.
the Scots Fusileer Guards after long and faithful service bhas
been awarded the Gratuity which i1s granted +to dis-—-charged
Soldier= who have conducted themselves meritoriously while in
the frmy, and regqueshtzs that the fTach be made generally known
in the Farish to which he belongs'.




¥ haptized all Chelsdtisld i1 17921 and
) ‘- k]
ooy ed

mephew tells us that he was  the son
of Robert and Sar Froobker who Lived 1in one of the tormer Fay
Cottages. That ke was present at the Battle of Waterloo, and
leld the Medal +or that Engagecnent, and also one for  Long
Service: the latter being now in  the possession. of  our
ifPformant, arnd bhe farmer in that of a great nephew. Thomas
Prookar the elder brother of Robert was Landlord of "The Five
Bells Inn for many ve =, and 1s still remembered by some of
the oldest inhabitant of the parish.

ah

Al

Until guite recent vears there was an old custom kept up
at Chelsfield which was Lknown  as ‘Fudding pie day’. Thisg
custom ie peculiasr  to  FHenb. In Shaw’'s Dictionary of the
Fentisth Dialect - uwrider the heading of "Fudding pie’ are
the +ollowing r , Ma dFlat tart made like a cheese-cake
Wit peed crust to hold & small guantity of  custard  with
CuE e 5 linghtly sprinkled on the swurface. These cakes are
wsually eaten at Easter, - bubt  a Fent hoy will eat them
whenavyer e can gel bthen (The FEenbish  MNMote—-RBook 87, 160 X%
21&Y . The dav celebratron in Chelsfield was Mid Lent
Sunday, when people came2 from far and near to eat  these piles
at the "White Hart Inn’ at Bo-peep. The writer has met people
liwving Ffar away who have tald him that they have been to
Chelstield for the sole pwpose of eating pudding pies. It is
bl ieved that the custom ceased when LDhe Landliocd of this Inn
clozed the Howse on this particular  Sunday for the edpress
purpose of stopping L.

Another old Institution in the Farish is 1ts  Clothing
Zlub, which has now (1914) been running  for seventy eight
vears, having been e@stablished in the year 12836 - we have a
copy of its original rules.

It is interesting to compare the Fostal arrangements of
Lhe present dayvy with tho of vears gone by. We now  have at
Chelzfield a Fost F+ice from which we can send and receive
letters, at a cost of a penny - each, three times a day,
MES ¢ 5 by telegraph, and transmit money to nearly every part
of the civilised world. From about the vear 1785 to 1869, o
for a period of eighty yearsz ouw Fost Office was at the house

opposite the Five Bells Inn i and dwing all this time it was.

Eept by some member of the family of Hills. The letters were
carrilad to and fraom Chislehuw st by a walking postman. There
are still some Iin the parish who remember the letters being
placed in the window of the above house to be claimed by those
to whom they were addressed: a separate pane cof the window

14



bheing allothed to a pav or houze. Betore  the
institution of the panmny po 1t was  a matter for
cornsideration bDefore sending a letter by posk on the score of
evpense, and 1t was almost prohibitive to the poorer people.

@ans Accounts Ffor the vear 13D 15 this
from Jos Ady professzing to tell
ceeSd. It does nobt appear  that

this advantageous offer: but simply
the 3d postage.

, In owr Chuechward
entry: "letter per po
something to advant
he Chuwrchwardens

contantad the

The writer haz 10 his possession an Account book which
illustrates the expense latter writing 1in those days
rememnbering how few were then sent.

Bally Hills for lethers from
o Sep Thh
v Hills
Sally Hills for

£4,40100
£7.11.0".

Mo enlr o

There are i
show that people did nob slwavs
Lime ot ard L) o e

of this descripbtion, which
pay +or their letters at  the
aiving, bubt ran up accounts.

The Fost Dféfice when given up by the last of the Hills
family was moved ko [yy Cobhhtage where 1t was Lept by Rabert
Eroohar, from there it was Uransferred to a shop  dust below
Cross Hall with one Wilkon as pastmaster. Qfter this 1t was
located in the house next to Verrells the Sadler with William
Ytacey 1in charage, and he has now  Dbrought it back to  the
original premil where the Hills carried it on for so  many
VERAIE .

The peopls of Che Freld can now reach  London in about
thivty minuh Froom @i bthey Chelstfield or Fnockholt  Stations.
Hiow things have changed duwing  the past  sixty years% tor
hetore the advent of Railwavs the ordinary road was the only
way to London, travelling by private carriage, postchaise, or
coach. The ocoaches continuad to run within the last Ffifty
yearsz, and we can well remember when a small boy going to meet
people alt the "kHheatsheast who came by coach from London.

The firzst advance was the opening of the i_ondon Chatham
and Maver Raillway in 18460, when certainly two season Licket
holders wernt daily  from  Chelsfield to London, using  the

St Mar 4 [or o




un Maroh 2rncd 18

e Chelatield station was  opened T o
to Tonbridge line; and  Halstead
3 ) 5 & on May Llst 1876, A few
19 4 travel to London by Motor
by Motor Onnibus.

' of g
Car, and some of our nelaghbowrs

r Chelsfield has alwavys been noted for the langevity of its

inhabitants, and this i confirmed by a  parusal  of the
Fegizsters. There are fouwr entries of the burial of centenarians
TGOS Decebris 21 Sybhilla Harman vidua, 102 annos nata

Sepulta est"
“1&07 Ootob 17 Ema Flebtcher sepulta e fere 100 annorum"
"IELE aApril L3R Ann Child aged 101 2 8§ months"
18g7 M E)over 10X vears'.

Fratwoen the vears and 1472 thirteen persons  were
buried al Chelsfield ot +ollowling ages 108, 850,83, about
Lo, 80, @0, B34, 85, o0, 8‘, g, 82 % 22, and paossibly sevaral
mora instances wouwld have b found, if it had been the
practice to record aces In 'ater; but this was not the
casze until quitb

“ Ehe searcher of Lhe Register is
)h.unt Mortality in early davs. In nearly
are to be fouwnd recards of bokh  the Baptism
and B i of children within a few houwrs or davss and it
appears it was the case of "Suwvival of the fitest . I+
a child =swvived its +i Lovear aor sn, then it lived to a good
old ange

the

SR ) Y

wetrer zomewhat surprised some forty five
Py bhe rare event of banns of marriage being
DbnﬁL+ed to by ihm sorn of one  of  the would be contracting
Parti o e as iz usuwal in such cases, was  invited
to go into the Vﬁgtry a%Ler the Service and state his reasons

The v iter b been told by one that was present, that when in
the Vestry he gave the following as  the grounds of his
oh 1 cion - that his faltbsr was an old fool, and had no need
for a wife —  which . hardly & suffticient ground Ffor
preventing tho marelag

=)

VRS

Chelsfield has always been fond of gamez and sports, and.

Cricket has been especlally popular since the sarliest days of
the game. The first mention of our Cricket is to be found in
the "History of Frant  County Cricket ™, where this notice
731 I the weelkly iszue of the Brub Street Journal

appears "17:2
ot May 24bth appesrs the following - On Monday Zlst will be

16



pl arn Menninobon Conmon a geealt Cricket  Fatch  between
London and = oin kent, and at the same place the next
gday Following will be anothsr between London and  Chelstield".
We have been unable to $ind arny further record of this match.

B2

According to the Manorial Rolls there was as early as the
and probably earlier, an Inn in the Village named
Crick amd 14 remained as such wup to 1814;
it had to be a public—house and was then
occupited as a shop, ams as  thabt now  kept vy Mrs.Neal
oppozite to the "'Five Bells ™, and next the Fost Office.

There z a Crickelt Club here in the vear 1841, as i3
evidenced by subscriptions recorded in an  old account-bool,
and probably the game has bsen plaved in the parish, on and
off, right up to the present time. The writer hag often heard
Mis father, and obher old  inhabitants talk of the cricket
plaved in Bridoge-stile Field, the meadow on the east side of
Mount  Hall, and e has plaved in matches both in  the
Chelztield House meadow adioining the Villdge end of Skibbs
lcanes and in Froont of Wooo : House. Mow  there arz two
crickelt grounds in the  parishs one  the private ground of
Filewander MLl ler Hallett ab Goddinghong and the other lent to
the Chelsfield Club in Chureclh Field.

MAopack of Harriers the properlty of the late Thomas Waring
hunted in this district for many vears. The Fennels being at
Hewetts: bult they were given wup in 1351 upon the death of the
ownetr .

The earliest record concerning rabbits and game is to be
Ffound dr a Cowrt Roll of the Manor  of Hewetts dated 13540,
which will be  hergatter referred to when describing  that
Manor. In a lesss 2 1&O0 one William Wakelen the owner of
o, an old howse opoo to Julian Brimstone Farm, now
pulled down, pE s the game and covieg in

szhvoom, Lordsgrove, and ayneEland, wi th liberty to the
Landlorad Lo hunt, Yerrsalb, catah, and carry  away hhe same
(seae pp. 4971500

o

Chels+ield has lovally observed the various rejoicings
connached with ouwr Roval Familyv. The children of the parizh

having had special consideration, so as to mark the event in’

Lheir minds.

17



Fhie marriage of bthe Frince  ofF Wales, atrbt@rwards Kiog
Edward Y11, with Frimcess Alexandra of  Denmark on the 10th
March 18&53% was obsasrved in Chelsfield with grealt re2ljoicings.
Some forty five old men and woman of the parizh above sixty
VEAr S o age had a dinner at  the Five Bells . The school
children Lo the number ot eighty eight had a tea. The Church
Bells were rung all dav, and a firework displavy wasz given in
the evening. The dav being finished by the lighting of a huge
Bontire in Hometdield on the Cowtlodge Farm, made with eight
wagon loads of wood, several tar barrels, and a qguantity of

A,

ion ot
oF B

The celebrat
the comp

Dugen Yictoria's first Jubilee upon
viar of her reign was lovally  kept
in Chol A cold dinner was given in the school-room to
all those sivhy years of age and upwards., A tea in the then
Rectory Meadow (now Chelefield House! to all school children,
and to o thoso ander sistesn years of age, and then followed
Fireworlos. Ans a  lastinag wimial  of  this  happy event ,
flim o ids 1T Laam Waring oA : > supply Ffor the Yillage to  be
brought Ffrom Orpington to Chelesfield by a gift of £300,

B

Im 18%% upon bhe marriagse of bLhe Prince of Hales, now
Eing George V, with Frincess Mary of Tecl, the Church EBells
ware rung, a t2a for oall the children attending Lhe Schools
wan givern irn Me.E.hormans meadow: games  were plaved, and  a
band provided by Mrod Miller Halleltt was present.

Dueen Yictoria’'s Diamond Jubilee upon the completion of

o S0tk vear of e reign was a great svent in the parish.
MroWilliam Waring gave &  dinner to about sixty old
parishiomnars who were of H0 vears or over. The School childeren
had 1Lhe uzual tea in the Chelsfield House meadow, where the
Shor oham anel plaved whitle all kinds of games were going on.
To fix the evient it the  memory  of the rising generation
M. i lliam Haring gave a silver medal to each <hild on the

Fegisters of the Schools at Chelstield and Pratts Bottom.

The next event to be celebrated was  the Coronation of
Fing Edward Y11 which was marked by the usual dinner to the

old people, btea to the children, and other inhabitants of the

pariz=h. Madals were again
ware haldr and bhe St.Mary

given to the School children; sports
: Fand provided music.

18



(e Coronation of Einag was  kept  on June 24th
1911 in the cricket meadow (Churchtield). The celebration was
very similar to that held in 22y wikth  the exception  that
Coronation Mugs were given to the zchool children in the place

oF meela g
Id

Farish Councils having been brought into existence by the
ocal Bovornmenk A tha firsh Farish Meeting for
Chelefield fiezld i the Farish FRoom on December 4th of that
vizar , with M il liam Waring in the Chair. There were twenty
one nominatil for the nine zesats to be filled. After a szshow
of hands, a poll was demanded, which was held on the 17th
Decembar when the {ol

Lowing were elected.

Mo Ml ey Hal Lot 71 vobes 0 Moo Hoghes :
M. E.PMorman 4% "
e o J o Do Ly 48 "

Mr.G.5taples 44 "

MW Hoaghes

meeting of the Douncil was held at  the School
whan  Mreogsa il ler Hallett  was eleclhed
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The Manor of Chelsfield

The Manor of Chelsfield extends over the whale of the
parish of Chelsfield, and into those of St.Mary Cray,
Orpington, Farnborough, Downe,Cudham, Knockholt and Halstead,
according to the Conditions of Sale when it was last sold in
the vear 1844, and this is confirmed by the Couwt Rolls still
in existence.

This manor wazs part of the possessions of Odo bishop of
Baiew:, the half brother of William the Congueror and entered

as his lands in Domesday Book as follows.

"Ernuf  de Hezding holds of the bishop(of Baieux)

Ciresfel. It was taved at 2 sulings. The arable land is
cvnIn desmezne there are two carucates, and 20

villeins, with 4 borderers having £ carucates. There
are 4 servants and 1 mill of 10 shillings and 10 acres

of meadow and wood for the pannage of 10 hogs. In the
time of kKing Edward the Confessor 1t was worth 16
pounds, and afterwards 12 pounds, and now 25 pounds,

and vet he who holds it pays 35 pounds. Tocchi held it
of King Edward".

A 'Suling’ was so much lands as a plough could till in =a
vear. A ‘Desmnesne’ was the lords chief manor place, with the
lands thereto belonging. A "Carucate’ was varicously 100 acres,
or as great a portion of land as might be tilled in a year and
a day by cone plough. ‘Villeins and Borderers’ were the ceorls
or freemen of Anglo Saxon law, they were above the class of
servitude; but interior to the Thanes or Gentry. 'Fannage’ was
that +food which the swine feed upon in the woods: also it was
the momney taken by the agistors or collectors for the food of
hog=s in the Eings forest.

Hasted from whose History of Kent the above 1is taken,
considers the above Ernuf de Hesding to be the same person as
Arnul + de Cilesfelda, who is also mentioned in Domesday in
connection with the laths of Suthon and Allesfard.

This place afforded both seat and surname to his
posterity, for the family of de Chelesfeld held the Manor for
many generations. A Simon  de Chelesfeld died about 1198,
leaving three daughters and coheiresses; Alicia married tao ...



Esienllant:; Lecia the wife of Fhilip de danmarting and Sarah
married to ...de Dine.

For the purpose of dividing Simon’'s estate the two
following Fines were levied in the 2th vear of kKing Richard I.

- "Fhilip de Danmartin and Lecia his wife, grant to their
nephew Thomas Escollant, son of Alicia, eldest daughter of
Simon de Chelesfeld (and sister of the said Lecia) one hundred
shillings rent in Chelesteld, during the lifte of Juliana, the

said Thomas, and his heirs shall hold as much of the land of .

Farningham as is within the parish of Horton, which Juliana
holds in daower, as of the gift of her late husband Simon de
Chelesfeld; and then the said hundred shillings rent in
Chelesfeld shall revert to said Fhilip and Lecia and the heirs
aof the said Lecia. Moreaover, the said Fhilip and Lecia grant
to the said Thomaz and hiz heirs one of the two Enight—-fees
which John de Godinton holds of the fee of the said Simon  de
Chelezfeld, viz half in Farnborough and half in Strood; and
hal¥ a Fnight—fee in Caldecote which the sdid Philip holds of
the same fee: and the third part of a FEnight—-fee which
FReginald Flemeng holds in Farnbhorough, to be received from the
hands of the said Juliana dwing her life, being of her dower,
and atter her death, from the hands of the said Reqginald and
his heirs. For this the said Thomas and his heirs guitclaim to
sald Fhilip and lecia, and the heirs af said lecia, all the
surplusage of his claim and Fhilip and Lecia give to said

e

Thomas twelve marks®. {(Arch Cant. 1.234).

"FPhilip de Danmartin and Lecia his wife grant to Fhilip
de Dine, son of Sarah, daughter of Simon de Chelesfeld, six
pounds rent in Chelesfeld, {for the life of Juliamna, mother of
sald Lecia de Chelesfeld, which after the death of gsaid
Juliana-is to revert to said Fhilip de Danmartin and Lecia his
wite, and the heoirs of said lecia. The said Fhilip de Dine and
his heirs, to have all the land of Elme, which said Juliana
has in dower. Mareover the said Fhilip de Danmartin and lecia
his wife grant to said Fhilip de Dine the service of one
Knight, of the fee of John de Godinton, in Godinton; and the
service of one kEnight, of the fee of John de EBerton, of the
fer of said Simaon. The marriage of Sarah the mother of the

salid Fhilip de Dine, in Hecham and Macstone; shall remain to

said Fhilip. For this, the said Fhilip de Dine and his heirs
quitclaim to Fhilip de Danmartin and Lecia his wife, and the
heirs of said lLecia, all the swplusage of his claim; and the
zaid Fhilip and Lecia give to Fhilip de Dine twenty marks'.
(Arch Cant 1.2%8).
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Simon de Chelesteld m Juliana

-

Alicia de Chelesteld Lecia de Chelesfeld Sarah de Chelesfeld
m m . .m

 Eszcollant FlRilip Danmartin de Dine

Thomas Escollant Fhilip de Dine

It is not clear how the Manor descended atter the above
partition, but we Ffind that another Simon de Chilefeld, who
was probably descended from Lecia, was assessed for his land
at Chelsfield at the Enighting of the saon of Eing Henry III in
the vear 125373 (Arch Cant X.157), and in 1278 had an allowance
of a market to be held weekly 1in this Manor on a Monday.
William de Chellesfteld in 1285 had a grant of a Ffree warren
for hizs landsz here, and in Halstede, Shoreham, Nockholt, and
Fast Hall in Orpington; he was Sheriff of Fent in the vears
1287, 1288 % 1289, and in the 1list of Sheriffs is alwavs
described as being of Chelsfield, although he appears to have
held land in several othsr parishes in the County.

Somewhere about the year 1290 the Manor passed from the
family of de Chellesteld to Dtho de Grandison.

The de Chellesfelds continued to hold land in the patrish,
for in the 4th vear of King Edward III (1Z11) a fine was
levied "between William de Chelefeud and Agnes his wife.
Flaintiffs: and Stephen de Chelefeud. Defendant of 1 messuagqe,
1 mill, 200 acres of land, & acres of mead, 20 acres of wood
and 40s rent with appurts in Chelsfeud and Shoreham' (Arch
Cant XI.ZF40). This i=s the last reference to the family as
Landowners in Chelsfield, but they were owners of l amd in
Canterbury in 1Z14: and one Richard de Chellesfeld a citizen
of that City was a Member of the 1lth fFarliament of King
Edward JTII. They also owned the Manor of Lullingstone up to
1353468, when it was sold to John Feeche; but Margaret the widow
ot Stephen de Chellesteld held it in dower until her death in

13275,

Otho de Grandison was a great favourite of King Edward I,
having attended him to the Holy Land during the reign of his
father Hermry III. He obtained a license for a Market, and a
fair on the feast of St.James the Aponstle. Otho was succoeeded
by his brother William, married to Sibilla daughter of John
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Tregoze, who was probably one of the Tregozes’ of the Manor of
Bewlev in EBpoughton Malherb. William in twn was succeeded by
Miz third son Otho. This Otho de Grandison was married to
Beatrix daughter and coheir of Micholas Malmains of the manor
of 0Nld Fawkeham alias Ashe Fawkeham (Hast-Fawkham) . Otho was
Fnight of the Shire for Fent in 13Z2:; and Conservator Facis,
o Justice of the Feace, and according to Hasted he was
appointed Constable of Dover Castle in the 2%9th King Edward
Ill. The Book of Aid states thal he paid for this Manor at the
Emighting of the RBlack PFPrince, and also for land in  the
parishes of Ash, Fawkham, and Fem=sing: probably for these
latter parishes by the right of his wife. He died in 1338,
having bheen created Lord Grandison. By his Will he desired
that if he should die in Chelstield he should be buried in St.
Johns Chapel, and some of the Histories ot the County state
that we was so buried. Dtho was succeeded by his son Sir
Thomas who died possessed ot this Manor in 1377 leaving no

Lssue.

Fierre de Granson m Agnes da of Ulhic ct of Newfehatil

ol FL.8. 1467 ag.s. af Ebal IV 5g ch Granson
William de Grandeson Oktho de Grandeson

m.S1iblilla d. of Jobhn Tregoze

Feter de Grandison John de Grandizon Dtho de Grandison Agnes de 6
m Blanche d Roger Dizshop of Exeter m Beatrix d. of

Mortimer 1zt E.March Micholad Malmains
beheaded 1330 -
Thomas de Grandison
m Margaret died
without issue 1277

t

According to Hasted, although both Philipott, and Harris
in their Histories of Kent give another account, the Manor in
1398 had become the property of Fhillipa, grandaughter of Sir
Guy Eryan the son and heir of Lord Bryan. She was the widow of
John Devereux, but then the wife of Sir Henry Scroope of
Masham. She died in 1406, leaving her sister Elizabeth, wifte
of Robert l.ovel her heir to this and other manors.



This Manor, and the advowson of the Church of Chelsfield

was aftterwards posseszed by James Boteler, Earl of Wiltshire,
a staunch Lancastrian. He was taken prisoner hy the Yorkists
in the battle of Tontonfield fought in 1461, and was
atterwards beheaded; all his sstates having been forfeited to
the Crown probably several years before his death.

F 4

The Crown then granted this Manor to Robert Foynings, son
of Lord Fovnings, who possibly was a descendant of Sir  Buy
Brvan mentioned above, and perhaps each holder of this Manor
from Fhillipa the grandaughter of Sir Guy to the Earl of Esseu
the next to succeed, wers united by ties of blood (See
Collins® Peerage 11.370). Robert Foynings was killed at the
battle of St.Albans (1453), upon which the Manaor again returned
to the Crown. An account of this forfeiture is given in the
Faston lletters (Vol [[.letter S23-19200 Ed) where a letter from
Elizabeth Foynings hie widow, who was a Faston, to her nephew
Sir John Faston  states; "tid for Ehe  Manors  of Esthall,
Fawkham, Aszzlie, and Chelaefield with th™ appurtenaunts in the
said shire of Hent whereot mv hyshand at’ his departur was
seassed, and my zons sethens, until the time that the Earl of
Fent, without any inguission or Ltitle of right for the Kyng,
by colouw of the KEynges lettres patente entret unto thym, and
hvm thereot put owte, and now my lord of Essex ogccupieth  them
in lyke maner and forme, v+ eny remedy therein be hade. I pray
vow attempt hit”.

Mr.Cooper in an article entitled “John Cades followers
in FKent® (Arch Cant VYII.243%) states that Roberit Foynings uncle
of the Countess of Northumberland, and Cades ‘Carver and sword
hearer” led a riot at Westerham in 145%Z. A note to the above
informs us that there is a writ dated 1454 among the
miscel lansa of the Excheguer commanding the Sheriff of Kent to
sieze the possessions of Robert Foynings Esq. It 18 qguite
evident from this and from facts given further on in these
notes relating to Robert Colynson, Rector, that ﬁobert
Fovrings was a man with a treasaonable character.

It z=epemsz that Sir John Faston found no remedy, Ffor in
1475 Henry, lLord Viscount RBourchier, and Earl of Essex was in
pOossREssion. The Crown having granted him the Manor in
consideration of his services, his wife Isabel being the Kings

aunt. In the 25th year of King Henry VI he was advanced to the

dignity of Viscount Bourchier. Motwithstanding his being a
fast friend to the house of York, he was in the Z3rd vyear of
the above reign constituted Lord Treasurer of England, as he
was again by King Edward IV on his lst & l14th years; and by

249



lettars patent advanced to the dignity of Earl o+ Essex. He
di = i 14832, and wWas zsucceeded by hig grandson Henry
Bowrchier.,

Henry Bouwrchier was of the Frivy Council to FKing Henry
YIl, and was much esteemed by that Fing, and by Henry VIII. In
1540 he was killed by a fall from his horse at his Manor of
Hazse in Hertfordshire. He left an only daughter and heir Ann,
married to Lord Farre of FHendal, atterwards Earl of Essex and
Marquis of Narthampton; but this martriage was atterwards
annulled by Act of Farliament.

Ahout the vear 19542 it paszed by sale Lo James Walsingham
who was probably of Scadbury in the parish of Chislehurst. It
was held by hthis family for only a short time, for Sir Edmund
Walsingham son of the above James in 15349 sold it to Robert
Gy les.

Fabert Gvles was a member of the family of Giles of
Shelwich in this County, in which place they had lived for
many vears, and they were also of Challock. The Manor
cantinued in this family until the reign of James I, when it
was passed away by sale teo Captain Henry Lee of London.

The earliest Rental of this Manor, st
dated 1612 gives Thomas Austen, by right of
o+ the HManor. Mo description of the wife iz given, but
probably she was a Byles, and the last of her ftamily.

1 in existence,
iz wite, as Lord

Captain Henry Lee according to recitals in a deed dated
1657 was in his lifetime not only seised of this Manor, but
also of other lands in the parish, which upon his  death
descended to Henrvy Lee his zon and heir. Henry the younger
died without issum; whereupon bthe Manor and other property
descended to his =ix sisters.

Rebecoa Clerke wife of Sergeant Clerke (Sergeant—at-Law)
in her own right, and by the purchase of four of her sisters
shares, was entitled to five sixths of the estate; and Thomas
NMorton held the remaining sixth part by the purchase of the
share of Sarah Worshop widow, also one of the six sisters.
Upon an Arbitration between Sergeant Clerke and Thomas Norton
as to the division of this and various other properties, it
was awarded that the whole of the Chelstfield estate should be
vested 1in Thomas bNMorton.



The MNortons were of ffley 1n Essex; one  Luke MNorton
married Lettice the daughter and heir of George Graveley of
that place (Clutterbucks Hist.of Essex). This accounts for the
name of Graveley Norton who succeeded to the Manor upon the
death aof the above Thomas. Graveley Norton in " 1466 married
Anne the eldest daughter of one Micholas Hughes of - Bromley:
and upan this marriage the Manor, the Cowrt lodge, and part of
the prezent Hewetts farm were settled. She died in 1719, and
Graveley Norton in 1728: both being buried at Chelsfield.

Their son Thomas Norton of Cliffords Inn then came into
the estate under the above settlement; he bhaving married in
1707 Elizabeth Nurse of Stepnev. There 1= a monument in
St.John ' s Chapel to their memary, which states that Thaomas
died on May 8th 17492 aged 80 vear=z= and & months, and that his
wite Elizabeth died Mayv Znd 1746 aged 57 vears. They were both
buried in the Chuwrah. This Thomas MNorton left no children: and
by his Will devised "my body to be put into a Good Oake Coffin
with a Good thick lLead therein and to be buried in the South
Isle in the parish Churoh of Chelstield amongst the rest of my
Familyv and as near my Dear Wite as poszible may be and that
Lhere be no escubchrons nor Fall Bearers nor the Pulpit  Hung
with Mourning and my Body to be carried to the Ground by Six
paar men of bthe sald parish to whom I direct Ten shillings
apiece to be paid to them for their trouble and to be attended
to the Ground by two or three of my servants'. He lett the
Manor and the Court Lodge House with the farm attached to it,
consisting of some 414 acres to his sister—-in-law’'s son Henry
Martin, who was therefore no relation to the testator. The
remainder of his property was willed to his sister—-in-law
Mrs.Mavhew for life, with remainder to her daughter
Mrs.Catherine Saunders, as described Ffurther on in these
notes. The Advowzons of Chelzfield and Farnborough he directed
to be eold, and thus the patronage to these livings were
severed from the Manor.

t

Henry Martin was an OFfficial in the Bank of England, and
only held the Manor for a short time, for in 1759 he sold it
to James Maud. He appegars to have passed the remainder of his
life at Hampton-Wick, for upon his death his body was brought
from that place to be buried at Chelstield on December Znd 1779.

James Maud of Crutched Friars in London was - a wealthy
Wine Merchant, and waz about sixty three yvears of age when he
purchased this properity, which he held for about ten years. He
died at Gatton in Surrey, but was buried at Chelsfield on
Auvgusl the 4th 176%. He leftt an only daughter Mary who was



married hare on August 2nd 17468 ko the Rev® John Tattersall
of Gatton, and this probably accounts for her tather dying at
that place. The Revs Jcohn Tattersall died soon after, and
his widow on Febhruary Sth 1772 marvried Alderman Brass Croshy,
and they according to the Court Rolls were Lord and Lady of
the Manor.

. Mr=.Tattersall was Braszs Crosby’'s third wife; the first
was the widow of a Mr.Walraven; the second the wideow of a
Mr.Coombes; all being rich women. Upon the occasion of his
last marriage, one of the morning papers announced this event
as follows "This morning Mr.Brass Crosby, one of the Alderman
of this City, was marvied to Mrs.Tatters———-all. So he is come
to rags at last'. Mr.Crosby was much amused with this
whimsical notice, and gocod humouwredly remarked that 1t was
true enough;: adding "the rags I got however are a jointure of
£1000  a vyear, £25,000 in the Ffunds, and the Manor of
Chelsfield (Memoir of Brass Crosby).

Brass Urosby was a remarkable man, baorn May 8th 1725 at
Stockton on Tees, the son of Hercules Crosby who hdad married
Mary Brasz=. He was brought up as an Attorney. Coming to
London, he was in 1798 elected to the Common Council for the
Tawer Ward; he served the Office of Sheriff in 17464; and was
elected Alderman {for the Bread Street Ward in the vear 17659;
eventually becoming Lord HMayor in 1770, In 1772 he was chosen
president of Bethlehem Ho=spital, and governor of the Irish
Society in 1783. He represented Honiton 1in  Farliament from
1768—-1774, and it is in this connection that he became mostly

tamous.

In 1770 the year of Crosby’'s Mavoralty, one Colonel
Onslow complained to the Howse of Commons of  the breach of
privilege committed by the printers of certain newspapers in
printing the parliamentary debates. The printers were ordered
to attend the House, but {failing to do so; whersupon they were
taken into custody by a messenger of the House. Being brought
before the Lord Mavor Crosby the messenger was committed for
assault and false imprisonment; but the printerzs were released.
The Lord Mavor was ordered to the House of Commons to attend
in his place; which he accordingly did. He detended the action
he had taken by arguing that no Warrant, or attachement might
be erecuted within the City of London,but by the ministers of
the same City of London; and he was eventually committed to
the Tower. The indignation of the people could hardly be
restrained., and public addresces poured in fraom all parts of
the Country thanking Crosby for his most couwrageous conduct.
(Dic.MNat.Eiog % Swtees Hist.of Durham).



Prass Crosby lived alt the Cowt Lodge, and his signature
appears in the Churchwardens books as signing the assessment
for the Church rate in 1790;: and 1in the vear 1774 there is an
entry in the same book as follows "To Mr.Crosby the third part
for building ve first wall between the Churchyard and his
Gard@n'£11.8.9”. He died on February the 14th 179%, "and was
buried in the Church in the same grave as James Maud, and on
the gravestone it iz stated that he waz a Citizen,Goldsmith,
and Alderman of Breadstreet Mard. There is also a Memorial to
Rim on the Morth Wall of the Church which was erected to his
memary by his swviving sisters; Susannah married to Cuthbert

Shatrpe Ezqg., of Sunderland:; Elizabeth married to Wm.Brooks Esq
Cof Mingsland: and Jane who married lst Vinus Hodgkinson Esq,
2nd ‘A.Logan Esqg of Durham (Memoir of Brass Crosby Esqg). His
qname alszso appears on the Maud tablet on the south wall.

His widow Mary Urosby died in 1800, and was buried with
her +ather and swecond husband. By her Will she left the Manor
of Chelsfield, with the Cowl Lodge House, 'and all her lands
to her cousins George and Francis Morland, as Tenants in
Common.

In 1806 George Morland bought his brother Francis’ moiety
for the sum of £4,000, and thus became seized of the whole.
George as his monument tells us was a man who did much  public
worlk. In the  vear 18211 upon  the marriage of his niece
Elizabeth Elvy with Robert Cranford of Leatherhead be settled
the Manor together wibth the house and farm upon  the trusts
that he should retain them for his life, then to his wife
Frances it she should swvive him; witbth  remainder +to Robert
Cranford and Elizabeth Elvy. The latter was not only his neice
and heiress, bubt probably lived with himi; as she is described
in the marriage settlement as of the Court Lodge, Chelsfield.
The Zlvy s came from Westwood near Faversham.

Beorge Morland died in 1814 at the age of 81 vears) and
was huried at Chelsfield:; and Franmces his wifte in 1817 aged
66, being buried here also.

Fobert Cranford resided at the Court Lodge, and took some
interest in local affairs, being LChurchwarden 1in the vyears
1852, and 1833, and again from 1839 to 184Z7; Overseer in 1817,
and the Buardian of the Foor in 1837.



In 1844 Fobert Cranford sold the Manor and  the rest of
his Chelsfield estate to Thomas Waring of Hewslblts who held it
until his death in 18331, he being buried in the Family VYault
close to the principal entrance gate of the Churchvard. He was
succeeded by his only surviving son William Waring of
Woodlands who held the Manor for fifty three vyvears; dying 1in
1204, he was buried in his reserved burial ground on the north
s9de of the Church. William Waring was followsd by his eldest
surviving =on Arthur Thomas Haring.

Having traced the various owners of this Manor from QOdo,
Bishop of Baiew:, the half brother of William the Conqueror
down to the present time; 1t is proposed to give a short
description of the Tenuwes and Cuztoms of the HManor; of the
formalities attending the holding of Courts Raron, and a list
of the principal properties within the parish of Chelsfield
owing Service Lo the Manor.

The present Lord of the Manor has the Cowt Rolls dating
from L&12 to 1339 the earlier ones having . been lost. These
Folls az their name suwggests, were Rolls  of  parchment  about
tern inches wide, and extending to great length, to as much as
thirty two and half feet in the year 1773, These Rolls were
the Recorde of the Manor, and upon them were written the
Fresentments of the Hommage, or Jury, on matters affecting the
Mamnar, and the general business done at the Cowts Barong and
one dated 1717 contains no less than ninety Five such
Froesentments.

From these Rolls the Customs and Tenures of the Manor can
be gathered. They wers sometimes written in Latin, but more
often in English during later yearcs.

These Courts were conducted in a mast formal manner, and
in a very similar way to Courts of Justice; everything being
done according Lo cushtom or precedent. They were always held
within the boundaries of the Manor, and until quite recent
yaears at the Couwt Lodge House, which in all the Early Court
Rolls is called the Manor House. It wounld seem that these
Cowrts were held at intervalsz, and not vyvearlys although the
Quit Fents were collected every vear. These ((Luit Rents were
annual charges upon the owners of land witnin the Manor,

payable in token of subjection, and varied much. in amount; two.

or three pounds being paid for a farm, and only a penny or S0
for a cottage.



The
presided over the proceedings,
powar of adminishering an aath.

swayd of bthe Mamnor, who was generally a lawyer,
and appears  to have had the

The Court was opened by the Bailitf, who was an Officer
of the Marnor, making a Froclamation calling all persons who
owed suwit and service to the Lord to appear and give

attendance. The next business was the ‘essoigne’ or Eessain’
from the french word ‘ercuzer to excuse. This was the

examining of the excusesz of the Tenants, or Freesholders, ot
the Manor for not attending to perform suit at the Couwrt Baron
by +reazon of sichkness, intirmity, o other iush  cause. The
names of those who were thus excused were duly entered on  the
FRoll, as can be zeen in the photoaraphs of the Bolls for  the
vears 1&352 and 1717.

The Homage, or Jury, consisting of Tenants of the Manor
was then swaorn, and up to the end of the 18th century always
consizted of twelve men, but atterwards the number was less.
Like a Grand Jury the Foreman first ftook bthe oath, and then
the remainder.

The Hommage being sworn the Steward charged them, and in
doing =0 he had fto call their attention Lo any possible
advantages to the lLord by reason of any Reliefs pavable on the
dealth of a Tenant, or aotherw by the Custom of the Manor, ar
by reason of any Escheats occasioned by the death of any of
the Freshold tenants without leaving heirs inheritable to
their lands: or in conseguence of the forfteilture of freehold
lands by anv felonious ack; or any treasuwre trove, or other
Manmorial franchizes. He had also to direct them to inquire
whethar any boundary stones, or other landmarks between thigs
Manor and any other manor, or between the lands of any of the
tree tenants may have been removed; and whether any
encroachments may have been made upon the Wastes of the Lord,
oF upon the commonable rights of  such  tenantsg and of any
breach of the Lords® pound; and whether the several persans
who owed suit and service to the Couwrt had duly attended ta
render and perform the same; and by whom any default might
have heen made, and to set a reasanable amercement, or fine,
on anv such detaulters; and generally to inquire of all rights
and of all offences both by commission and omisszion as between

the Lord and the Freehold-tenants of the Manor; and as between’

Tenant and Tenant with reference particularly to any existing
law established by the Custom of the Manor.
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The Homage then proceeded to ingquire into such of  the
above matters as were brought before them, and made their
Frezsentments upon the mame. Mearly all the Court Rolls show
that their first Fresentment related to defaulting | tenants,
that is to say, those Lhat had been summoned to  attend the
Court, but had Ffailed to deo so0, and were not on the
‘Escsoigne’. In almost every casze these absentees were amerced,
or fined, twelve pence. In the yvear 1739 the Rev.Michael Fetty
the then Rector of Chelsfield was thus amerced for non
attendance, and his name appears in the Court Roll.

CThe greab majority of Frezentments trelated to Reliefe
that had become pavable to the Lord on the death of a tenant;
or on the sale, or okher alienation of a property by a fenant
during his lifetime. A Relief was a certain sum of money; and
was in this Manor fThe amount of one vears quit rent; therefore
by the Custom of the Manor an extra years rent by the name of

a relief was paid upon every death o =sale. The Custom was
challenged at every Cowrt Earon {from the vear 1732 to 1828
hut upon every occasion the Homage presented that they could

not on their oath say whether one yvears guite rent was, or was
not, due to the Lord on every death or alienation; but as a
fact the Reliefs were paid during the whole of this time, and
1t must be presumed that the Custom was good. Fram these
Fresentments at succeeding Cowts we are enabled to follow the
changesz of ownership in the variouws forms and properties in
the parish during the past three hundred yvears; and also to
trace the names of places and houses no longer known by their
old names.

Hewetts, Goddington, and Norstead, are =mall Manors in
this pafr-ish: but from the cowtbt Folls of Chelsfield Manor it
appears that they in the whole, or in part, owed service to
Chelsfiald Manor, far they are constantly presented as liable
for a Relief, and thus it would seem that Chelsfield was the
Faramount Manor.

Inm 1814 the Homage presented that the themn Lord had
granted to one Edward Baszet a piece of Waste on Green—-Street—
Green to build a Cottage: and also to one Beorge Cope a piece
ot the waste at Fratts Bottaoam for a similar purpose. The
Homage decided to enguire whether these grants were according
to the Custom of the Manor. It is impossible to say what their
decision was, as no further mention is made of the matter; but
it is interesting to note that wnauvuthorised enclosures of
waste land was carefully watched even in those days.



The Homags also presented in 1814 an encroachment by a
M. Tayvlor on the Waste at Greenstreet Green by building a a
cart-lodge:; and again in 1828 that a man and his wite had made
a trespass and encroachment on the same Waste by erecting a
hut or tent, and fencing in a par-t of the LLords’ Waste. In
this latter case the Bailiff of the Manor was ordered to pull
down and remave the same. These encroachments wers commanly
macde in more ancient timez without any notice being taken; and
this will acmount for the small houses now found with only a
few feet of land attached to them.

In the vears 1814, 18321, and 1828 Fresentments were made
that it had been the Cuztom from time immemorial for the
Gailiff Lo collect for the use of the Lord, on the holding of
the Fair al Chelsfield ane penny from the owner of each booth.

fFfresentments ware made in 1821, 1828  and 1842 that a
person  or  persons  unkpown  had  dug  gravel and twf at
Graenstreet Oreen on the Wast ot the Lard, and they were
fined by the Homage in the sum of =ix =s=hillings and eight
pence; hbut it deoes not  appear  that these fines were ever
collected, or that the culprits were found. In the year 1772 a
very similar Fresentment was made as regards lopping a pollard
ocal, when the fine was also six shillings and eight pence, and
probably the resull was bhe same.

We have been only able to find one reference in the Court
FRolle to "Escheats’, an escheat was the caswal descent, in
the nature of forfeiture, of lands and tenements within the
Manmor to the Lord; =ither on the failwe of issue on  the
tenant dying, or on account of the felony of such tenant
(Jacobs l.aw Rict.). The single case was in the vear 1739, when
it was presented that the ‘George  Inn’  at Farnborough had
escheated ta the LLord. Frobably the matter ended here, as this
property paid a Relief on several occasionzs atfterwards.

The "Lords Found’ was the place where cattle were put
when found frespassing:; if the owner took away the cattle
atter they were impounded, he committed ‘FPound breach’, and
was liable to pay treble damages. The only reference to the

Found in the Couwrt FRolls iz to be found in that. for the vyear

1717, when the Homage presented that it was in need of repair.
Frobably many still living remember the Found that stood at
the end af the shrubbery on the west side of the Church Green,
and opening into the public road.



Nn the Cowrt being discharged at the end of the business,
the Baili{f made a Froclamation stating that all persons  who
had appeared at the Couwrt could then depart, but warning them
that they would have "to keep their day and how on a new
sumnons' , which meant that they would have to attend at the
mgxt Court RBaron. ‘

As already stated the Manor of Chelsfield was very
extensive, and ran into several parishes, but as these NMNMotes
refer to Chelsfield alone, it 1is only proposed to give the
principal properties in this parish that owed Service to the
Lord; viz lLillies, MNorsted, bGoddington, The Glebe, Hewetts,
Gilman Brimstone, Cacketbs, Hempstalls, Ficketsi{at Greenstreet
Green), Osbornes, Washners or Washneast, Simons Hawe ,
Fairtrough, Little Fairbtrough, Bucks Cross, Fax (formerly a
separate property), a part of Skidhill, and Greenstreet Green
Farm (now called Chelsfield Hall). Besides thess there were
many smaller holdings and tenements  within the Manor ;
practically the whole of the parish. .

-
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The Manor of Hewetts

The Manor aof Hewehtts is very small in extent, consisting
chiefly of lands and tenements round the Manor House, with the
addition of some at Well Hill, and some at Fratts RBottom near
the "Bull Head Inn ', intluding that house.

In 13182 it was owned by one Jeffry de Hewat, and
afterwards it passed into the family of the Fetleys of Down,
and was in their posseszion in the yvear 1409, (S=ze Hasted Hist.
Fent) .

The earliest Cowt Roll in existence 1is dated the 8th
vear of Fing Henry VIITI (1E17), and relates not only to
Hewetts, but also to the Manors of Halstedd and Hever. Sir
Fobert Sheffyld and Lady Ann his wife being the Lord and Lady
of the Manors. A Sir Robert Sheffield was Speaker of the House
of Commons from 1512 to 1515, and it 15 stated in the
Dictionary of Mational Biography that his second wife was
namead Ann, bubt Nno surname is given. The second Roll dated 10th
Henry VIIT (1319 which also related to the above three
Manmors, comnences "At fthe Cowt Baron held there for Thomas
Howard Earl of Surrey, and the Admiral of England his joint
feoffar to the use nf Lady Anne Sheffield widow not long since
the wife of Thomas Bourghchier Ent'.

Thomnas Bourghchier, Archhishop of Canterbury who died in
1486 left hi=z Manor of Halstead to his nephew Thomas

Bowrghehier.

Thomas Howard, Larl of Surey, afterwards became the 2Znd

Puke of Nortollk, and was the well Emown Earl during the
variouz reigns from Edward IV to Henry VIII. He married as his
second wife HElizabeth the widow of Humphrey Bourchier, who was

the son of John Lord Berners. The Admiral of England was the
son of the Harl of Suwrrey, and afterwards succeeded as the Zrd
Duke of Norfolk (Collins’ Feerage 1.73-79). Thus it is evident
that there were close family ties between lLLady Ann Sheffield
and the Earl of Surrey. ’

From a Deed in ouwr possession, which 15 much worn and
torn (see pp.l3& % 1392 it appears that about +the vyear 1522
one Lord John Grey and Dame Anne his wife sold the Manors of
Hal =tede, Hewst, and Hever to William Petley of (torn) Courte.
We have been unable to trace with any certainty this Lord John
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and Dame Anne. & Lord John Grey was the fitbth son of the first
Mar quaess of Dorset who died in the year 1301. The Greys were
connacted by marriage with the Bowrchiers (See Burkes Dort %
Ext Feerages % Haut His.Kent I[.LXXII). We have been unable to

find any other evidence as to how these Manors passed from Lady

Sheftield to the Grevs. It would theretore seem that the
account given by Hasted under the Manor of Halstead is
incorrect: and that William Fetley acgquired them by purchase,
and not through his marriage with Aloye Bowrchier — as stated
by Hazted. We much doubt whether this Manor was ever possessed
by the Fetlevs before this date; possibly the William Fetley
of Chelsfield mentioned by Hasted as heing in possession  of
this tlanor in the year 1409, owned other lands in this parish,
either Gilman EBrimstone, or Bucks Cross, or both, and was
"Tennant of the Manor .

William Fetley was succeeded by his eldest son  Stephen,
who resided at Halshead in the year 1328. Qtephen died about
1547 and was succeeded by his eldest son Thomas who died in

155550
. N
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In 15920 another Thomas FPetley was Lord of the Manori but
in 1&12 one Edward Fetley was in possession. Frobably this was
the Edward who pased away the Manor to Thomas Fetley of
Filston in the parish of Shoreham as described in Hasteds
History, since the Chelsfield Court Roll states that Edward
had alined the Manaor of Hewetts to one Thomas FPelley.

In 1664 the Manar and farm called Little Hewetts alias
Hewetts Gosse were separated from the Manor House and so  much
of the land as laid on the west of the House. Theze latter
being sold by Edward Fetleys Trustees to Richard Jewell of
Cudham.  In 1732 John Jewell of Nutfield sold this portion of
Hewetts o Roberl Allen of Chelsfield, who by his Will dated
1742 left Hewetts to his sons FRobert and Stephen. In, 175=
Stephen Allen sold his molety to Robert. Robert by Will dated
1761 left it to hige daughter Grace, who in 1748 sold it to
James Rondeaw of London, a Corntactor .

Little Hewetts consisted of Coneyearth bood, and the land

on the east of the House, amounting to some eighty acres of,
? B = 7

land. This with the Manor remained in the Fetley Ffamily, and
according to the Couwt FRolles was owned by various Ralph
Fetleys up to the vyvear 1731. Ralph Fetley of Riverhead was in
possession in 1747, he being succeeded by Charles Fetley, who
wazs Lard of the Manor in 17632,

.



Ralph Raobert Carter Petley and John Faebtley, both of

Rivertead, icintly ownred the Manor in 177355 but in 1783 a Deed

of Fartition of all their lands was axeculed, by which R R O
Fetlev taoolk this Manor, and the farm known as Hewetts Gosse as
his share. He died in 1788, and his widow Elizabetbth appears to
have managed the estate, and to have acted az Lady of the
Manor far some vears, probably on behald of her =son. Charles
Carter Fetley.

In 1826 C C Petley conveved the Manor o Hewetts with
Hewatts Gosse farm bto the trustees ot the late John Fuller,
who by his Will had already settled the Hewettz Mansion House
in which he lived, and the land belonging to it, and which he
had purchased from John Rondeauw in the year 1781, 1in trust for
hizs daughter Sarah, the wife of Thomas Waring, and her issue.
Thug the Mamor, the Manor House, and all the land again became
unitted in the same ownership.

Sarah Waring held the Manor until her death in 1842, when
=he was sucesded by her son William Waring, and upon his death
in 1904 he was followed by his eldest surviving son  Arthur
Thomas War-ing.

Az already stated the earliest Court Roll of this Manor
in exisbtence, is dated Bth vear of King Henry YIII (1517), and
relates to the Manors of Halstead and Hewetts: and those
between the vears 1919 and 1348 Lo the Manors of Halstead,
Hewetts, and Hewver. '

The Courts Baron appear to have been held in a similar
manner to those for the Manor of Chelsfield, but there are
differences in the Customs and Tenuwres. The Relief in Heweaetts
was only a third, or a fouwrth part of the vyearly guit-rent,
whereas in Chelstield it was a whole year’'s rent. The quit-
rent in Hewetts Manar was not only a monetary payment, but
often was discharged in kind, or by work done. In the vear
L5117 one Henry Morecock had to pay two shillings, deliver six
hens and Fifty eggs, besides having to cut two acres of corn,
and to find two men for the Lords hay harvest every year. 0One
Henry Hybben paid yvearly three shillings and four pence, eight
lhens, eighty eggs, and to cuk three acres of corn, besides
finding two plough shares or pay two shillings. This kind of

quit-rent continued down to the vear 1855 when the writers

tather, had he not been the Lord of the Manor, would have been
liabile for the ywarly payvment of one penny halfpenny, one hen
and ten egags for Mount Hall, and at the present time the
parish of Chelsfield is liable for the yvearly payvment of nine
pence and one hen for Osbornes.



In Chelstield Manor there is no Heriol, bt in Hewetts
there is a Heriot due beoth on the death ot a ternant, or on his
zselling the property dwring his  lifetime. £ ‘Heriot ! is a
tribute or {fine pavable to the Lord of the Manor on the above
occasions, and is the best beast, whether it be horse, ox, or
cow that the tenant posseszes (Jacobs Law Dic). When an  animal
fFad heen seized it was freqguently compounded for by a money
pavment. The writer has the original of the following receipt
given to hiz great great grandmother “"March 17th 1773 Rece
then of Mrs.Mary Fuller executrix of John Fuller her late
husband by the handz of Thomas Fuller his brother for a Horse
zeized and due to me for a Heriot on the death of In® Fuller
for a Tenement 2% Orchard called Wildhill House situated %
"laving in my Manor of Hewetts by Composition five guineas

£5.35.0 R Fetley".

I¥ there was no living animal on the property then a dead
Heriot was ktaken, which in this Manor was three shillings and
=i pence. There are many examples of thesg different payments
to be found in the Rolls of the Manar. In 16&5 theres was paid
“"to the Lord for a Heriot twenty shillings by composition with
the Lord and to him paid'. Also there "happensed to the Lord
for a Heriot one black gelding value £4". In 14678 there
"happenad Lo the Lord a dead Heriobt of I/6d brcauzse there was
no live beast". In 1731 "there happened to the Lord of this
Manor +or a Heriohbt a ocow  and  that Lo/6d wazs  paid  for  a
compesition. These Heriots were seized continuously down to
the vear [(339.

As a rule the Presentments at the Courts HBaron of this
Manor related to the ordinary changes of ownership, but  there
are several both interesting and 1nstructive: thus 1n 1517
"The Homage precent that William Fetley farmer (Tenant™?) of
this Manor destroved divers walls with cowhouse for. cows and
pigs around the house of the Manor to the great iniury to the
Lord of the said Manor, *therefore he is ordered tot¢ amend
before the next Couwrt under a penalty of a hundred shillings'.

The same William Petley ie alsa presented Ffor cutting
down some hundreds of oak and ash trees growing on the HManar,
and making coal (charcoal) which he sold to his own use, and
that he plundered the underwood to the injury of the Lord. The
results of all these misdeeds are not recorded, for ‘“the
inquiry was adiowned until the next Court for the better
inguiry'. The next Roll dated two years later makes no mention
af the matter, therefore probably these matterz were settled
out of Couwt.



In the vear 1540 it 1= presented “"that John HMichell of
Chelsfield hunted on the Land of the Lord and killed and
carried away Rabhbits of the Lord with snares and nets”", and
that Robert Lamb, William Fletcher, and Thomas Grygg committed

the same offenco; bubk o penalty iz stated in either case.

It iz presented in 154% +that a hedge between land
belonging to one Henry Hibbens, and the Lord’zs land was
defective through the detault of one Edward Giblett farmer; by
which the wood of the Lord called Hewett Gosse was destroved.
Therefore on account of this the offender was amerced.

The Rolls of this Manor never state where the Courts
Baron wetre held; but in two lLeases dated 1812 and 1814
respectively there are Covenants by which the Tenants of
Hewetl Gossze farm undertook to provide Mrs.Elizabeth FPetley,
the fthen Lady of the Manor, and those with her, with a good
and sufficient Dinner of meat and drink; and also good and
sufficient Horssmeat for the horses when and az often as a
Court of the Manor of Hewetts =zhould be holden.

The Manor of Goddington

Thiz Manor was anciently one of the seats of a family of
the same name, who had another Manzion at Great Chart in  this
County, also called Godington.

The earliest mention of this Manor that the writer has
been able to find was in the year 1254, when Henr Alayn de
Codintone of Chelesfelde as a holder of a fee in Kent had to
contribute at the kEnighting of the son of Henry 111 (Arch Cant
X1T1.23770.

Simon de Godyvnton held this place in the reign of
EFdward [, and his descendant William, son of John de Godynton
paid aid for thisg Manor at the knighting of the Black FPrince
in 1247. (Arch Cant X.1357).

Alan de Godynton was in possession of it in 1401, and

paid aid for it on the marriage of the Eings(Henry IV) eldest

daughter.

Cn



Hhen the above family became extinct 1t passed into the
family of Foynings: and it would appear that at this time the
Manars of Chelsfield and Goddington were in the same ownership
A Fohert Foynings dving possessed of it in 1470, was suceeded
by hiz son Edward, who became a distinguished soldier, being a
Frivy Councillor, Bovernor of Dover Castle, knight. of the
G%rter, and l_ard Warden of the Cingue Forts. He died in 1522
without living izsue, and his estates escheated to the Crown.

The Manor then passed to the family of Haddon, one of
whom possessed it about the middle of the reign of King Henry
VIIL. This Ffamily was ot zmome account, as may appear by their
arms, which was registered in the old rolls and ardinances of
Fent Armory, always wibh this addition, "Haddon of Kent -, and
sometimes of ‘Godington’ in KEent (Fhilipot ITIY. They do not
seam to have resided in the parish, as the name does not
appear in the Church FRegister: but that is accounted +for, as
the Haddonz of Goddington had a seat  at  St.Mary Cray, and
probably lived there(Mast.Hist.Fent). The Chelsfield Manorial
Roll for the year 16132 recaords that Thomas Haddon bhad died
pozsessed of Goddington previous to that vear, and that his
widow was  then in possession.  The Roll +for 14852 gives
Alexander the son of the above Thomas as the owner;: and that
for 1674 also gives an Alexrander Haddon as being in possession
Fossibly the latter who died in 1714, Was the S0Mn of the
former.

It next came into the possession of the family of Styles.
One James Hhyles heing the owner in 1701, and who was buried
at Chelsfield in 1708. He was succeeded by his son  John, who
also was buried here in 1726. John Styles appears to have died
without leaving any issue, as he was +ollowed by his great
niece Mary Aynascomb, who was the great grandaughter of James
Styles who died as stated above in 1708. These facte are set
outz in an old desd dated 177355 and which deed relates to
another propsrty in Chelsfisld. ¢

Mary Avnscomh was succzeded by her daughter Mary who was
baptized here in 1770, being described in the FRegister as the
daughtar of James and Mary Aynscombe. Mary was married in 1787
to James Harris of this parish. This marriage also appears in
the register which sekts out that she being. a minor the.
marriage was =olemnized with the consent of Mary Aynscomb
widow, natwal and lawful mokher of the zaid minor.



The Mamor remained in the Harris family until the vyear

1871, when it was sold to Henry B Hohler of Fawkham Manor in
this County, bubk he only held 1t for a short Ltime, passing it
by sale to George Hallelt.

George Hallett died in 187%, and left the property by
WA 1l to his sicster Mizs Hallett. She entirely rebuilt the
House, which has since been much improved and enlarged by
Aleyander Miller Hallett the present owner, to whom 1t was
given by Miss Hallett during her lifetime.

ficcarding to Hasted a Cowt Baron waz held for this
Manor. The Relief being the fourth part of a years qguit-rent,
and a Heriot heing the best beast belonging to the tenant.

We have in owr possession a Summons to the Cowrt Baron to
b2 held "at bhe Manar Howse called Goddington”, and a Receipt
for a thit-rent: both bearing the date 1782. In each of them
the Manor is described as “"Gouldington otherwise Goddington'.

The Manor of Norsted

Morsted iz another small manor of Chelsfield, and extends
intao the parishes of Cudhan and Farnborough.

It originally belonged to 0Otho de Grandison who has
already been mentioned as owning the Manor of Chelsfield. Hes
sold it to Simon de Framncis a wealthy citizen and mercer of
Londan, who zerved in Farliament for that City 1in  the 12th
vear of the veign of Edward 1I11(1339), and was so wealthy that
when the King horrowed 20,000 marcs off the citizens for his
expedition into France, he lent him £800, a great sum in those
davse. He waz Lord Mayor of London in the year 1341, and died
in 1399 zeised of this Manor, and other great estates in
London and the County of Middlesex.

About the beginning of Henry IV reign this family was
extinct here, and thise Manor had come into the possession of
Uvedall, or Udall, a family of note, and owners of much land

in Surray, Sussex, and Hampshire, in the former of which they,

chiefly resided. William Udall who was atterwards sheriff of
Suszar and Surrey conveved the Manor to John Shelly of Hall
Flace Bexley in 1428. John  Ehelly died in 1441, and was
zucceadad by his son William Shelly, who about the latter end
of Henry VYIID reign sold it to John Lennard of Chevenings:
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whose grandszon Heney Lennard, Lord Dacre, conveved
beginning of King James I reign to Lady Wo

Chelstield Manorial Roll for 14612 gives
tenant of Morsted, but proebably this is a
Woalrich who was the true tenant.

mistak

. .
Lady Wolriche upon her deceaze in the time of

csattled it on her kinsman . Skeags of

M. bloolridge

Huntingdonshire,

it in
lrich. The
as the
e for Lady

Charles I
bhuk

according to the Chelsfield Roll +or 1652 one Bridgett Dovley,
wife of Robert Dovley, had this Manor For lifes the
reversioner being John Skeggs: and probably this John was the
Mro.Skeggs of Huntingdonshire mentioned above.

Im 1674 John Skeqggs was dead, and had been succeeded by
Thomaz Skeggs who died in 717 aged 35 vears, and was  buried
inside Chelsfield Church. He was followed by his son also
nameart Thomas who only held the Manor for a few years, and he

buried inside the Church in 1722, A third Thomas

wasn succeeded by a fowrkh Thomas who held this  Manor
Jointly with his brother Jobhn. Upon John Skeqga's  death his
brobther took the whole estabte, and sold it to Geofrey e

Farrant of Widmore near Bromley in the vyvear 1784,

Goofrey Le Farrant letrht an only daughter
married to George FBensted, who in 1795 took the
Farrant. In 1842 Sir George Farrant knt. was o dn
but he had been succeedsd by George Brinsteed Fare
who sold bthe property and Manor to the Lord Derby
about £24,000. The Lord Derby 1in again
o Schwier.

ant

y» Margaret,
surname of
possessian,
in 1848,
in 18786 For

s0ld the estate

the
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The Church

Mr.l_eland Duncan in an article on our Church published in
Opr- Farish Magazine for the yvear 1893, expresses the opinion
that there was no Church at Chelstield in 1084, the vear in
which Domesday Book is supposed to have been made. One was
very soon afterwards bhuilt, and the nave walls of the present
buildirng date from that time. Two little Norman windows vyet
remaining. According to Rickman in his book on architecture it
is principally Early English in character. Glynne 1in his
Churches of Hent states it to be escentially a First Fointed
Church, he also savs that the Tower is decidedly First Fointed
stvle with lancets, and oper by a plain arch to the Nave.
Mr.leland Duncan also stales that early in the 12th Century
extensive waorks were carried out here,and the Church then took
the form in which we now see 1t. To this period belongs the
Towsr, with its deeply splaved windows, and the Chancel. The
east window iz a very good example of the early English triple
lancet, shathted and banded with good caps and bazes. The
little south chapel also appears to have been erected at the
zame Lime. I the 13th Dentury several new windows were
introduced, the two light windows on the south side of the
chancel, and the eastern window of the south aisle belong to
this periond (l.eland Duncan).

I think we may take it that there was a Chuwch here in
the 1lth century, which was very extensively altered 1in the
12th century, with a further addition of windows in  the 135th
century.

The Tower occupies a peculiar position being on the north
side of the bMave, instead of over the crossing, or at the wesh
end as is usuwal, but several other chuwwrches in Fent occupy the
sama peculiar position (Arch.Cant.XIV.143). ‘

St.John’'s Chapel is separated from the MNMave by two low
pointed arches dissimilar in character, that on the east
springing from a circular shat attached to the pier (Glynnes
Churches of Fent.1350).

The Church is dedicated to St.Martin, although most of
the Fentish Histories give St.Mary. There can be no doubt upon
this point even in early davs, as St.Martin i1s mentioned in
several old Wills, including that of Alice Bray dated 1309,



One of the most attractive features of the Thyoch 1s the
Goguint window’ between the present Vestry and  the Chancel,
which waz only discovered, and opened out, 1n  the vear 1893
when the VYestry was built. This Yestry tuwned out to be a
rebuitding of an old building that bhad been removed and
forgotten. In getting out the ground for the foundations, the
foundations of an old struchuwre running six feelt deep were
discovered. These foundationg followed nearly the same lines
as those of our new building (Farish Mag. 18933, Thaere 1is a
diver=ity of opinion az to why these windows were built; and
they are variously called Sgquints, Hagiescopes, and Leper
windows. They are found in rarious positions in Churches,
generally on one or hoth sides of the Chancel arch, but
sometimes 1n poarches, side chapels, and other places. One
suggestion 1= that they were made +tor the purpose of enabling
persons in the ailzles, or transcepts, to see the elevation of
Lhe Hosht at the High Altar. Another that where they occur in
porches etoc. that they were used by the RAcolyte appointed to
ring the Sanchus bell. & third that the LCepers, or other
diseaszed persons, who knelt outside the Church witnessed the
elevation of the Host at the Altar, and through them received
the Holy Communion, o made outer Confession (tArch.Cant.V.18;
VELD. 703 TX0256 % Motes & Dueries 1850). It mav be that the old
building that stood on the site of the present Vestry was a
Leper Chamber.

3

It i difficult to picture the appearance of the interior
aof the Chuwah in olden davs when Mrs.flice Bray was  buried
with so much pomp % ceremony (=ee p.33), when the Rodeloft was
ztill in existence, and tapers 1lilt up the various Images. e
only know with certainty what was the arrangement some eighty

vearz ago, and betfore the Church was reseated.

The west end of the Church was dark for the want of
sutficient windows, and htwo were added in 1834, one on  the
north side, and the other on the south. There 15 & record that
a new windnw was put in the Church in 1845, at a caost of' £330,
towards which Dr.Tarleton(Rector) paid £10, and the parish the
remainder; but probably this was only in  substitution of an
old one.

A large part of the fleoor of the Church was encumbered
with the old fashiaoned high pews. There was a Gallery at  the
waest—end, from which the Singers and Fiddlers provided the
mus=ic for the services. The old fashioned high pulpit was
opposite the south door, between the Memorials to George
Morland and Brass Crosbyv. The {+loor of the Belfry was not



screesned from the Church, and bhe Rellringers were in full
view of the congregation, as they rung from the lower floor in
thosze davzs. Tha present soreen was 2rected during the latter
part aof the Rev.F.FBaugh s incumbency. The screen according  to
stimony  of smver-al  old  inhabitants aof  the parish,
farmerly stood in the Chancel arch, and was probably a part of
thie old Rodeloft. It was taken down when the chancel arch was
enlarged at the restoration of the Church in 18357, and for
many wears was stowad in a barn at  the old Rectaory (now
Chelsfield House) until re—erected in its present position.

ol
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e roof of the nave was celiled, and continued <o until
1896.

The three coloured lights in the East Window were put in
during the incumbency of Mr.Baugh probably in the vear 18%7.
We have found no record of this in the parish books, but those
connected with the parish in former davs state that they weare
painted by Mis Henrietta Tower, who shared the expense  wiith
her sister. These ladies were cousins of Me.Raugh.

HSome of the old fashioned pews closely resembled small
rOOMS g wbs were fidaed all round them, and some had a stove in
the centre. They were so high that a child could see nothing
of whal was going on in the Church. The writer of these notes
remembers when guite a small boy, upon the occasion of the

christening of a sister standing on the seat, and getting into
trouble for addressing a few kind words to the old family
nuree as she walked up the aisle.

Every house of any importance had its pew, and 1t seems
that this custom was carefully guarded, as the following
extract from our old Register shows.

“July Lotk 18675 - Memorandum that John EBodenham of Sheet
Hill in the Farish of Orpington did by the consent of the
Farish of Chelsfisld build him a Seate or Few in their Farish
Church for the better convenience of himself and his Family
usually resorting to attend wpon the public ordinances of Gods
worship there, and as a gratuity did bestow twenty shillings
upen the poor of Chelstield aforesaid. It is therefore

generally agreed upon by the Fector, Churchwardens, and other,

0f the Inhabitanktz of the said Farish that the said John and
hie posterity in all times hereafter shall have the sole and
propar use of the sald Few without placing any others in the
ZAame.

Rob® Milles — FRector®.
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The wuphe must have been considerable; for
in the vear 2 owan  paird  for painting  and
graining the paws angd the gallsry. Bolh pews and gallery were
demolished, together with the Fulpit in 1897 portions of the
old pews can still be been in the Church, as they wareg usad
tor the lowsr portions of the present seats. It was at  this
A me Lhat the diry areas were made on the south =side’ of the
Chuwreh.

& SLm Ee

The Tower and the Spire have cost the parish large sums
af money in the way of repalrsg at  least £400 have been
expernded on them =since 174%. The Spire has been twice re-—
shingled since that dabte; once in 1789, and again in 1874; the
cost on the last occasion being £105 which was ralsed by
voluntary subscriptions. :

The Spire was struck by lightening on June 4th 19208, and
probably the whole structurs would have been destroved but for
the copper cap that carries the weather—cock, which saved the
apext of the building. One side ot the Spire suffered from just
below the cap to the +1int worlk, and the cost of repairing the
tamage was about 2100, During bthizs storm, hailstones fell AS
large as guinea fowl eggs,and some measwed by the writer were

two and a hald inches long, and two inches in  bhreadth. Much
damage was done to the fruit in this parish, over one hundired
panas of glass were broken in the house and greenhouse  at

Woodl ands, and others suffered in an egual degree.

In 18234 the chancel was new  roofed, when  All Souls
College gave £250 towards the expense. In the following vyear
the Rector gave a new west-door, and the body of the church
was re-roofed as tar as the first beam, and other repairs done
at a cost of £ F.1L0.0. Frobably it was at this time that the
cross beams were taken out, and which about the year 1896 had

to be replaced. [h was in bthis latter vear that the ceiling of
the roof was removed, and the ratters edposzed to view with
zuch a good effecht, at a cost of £I91.2.7. ‘

The present heating apparatus was put in the church in
) a cost of £119; before hthis the church was warmed by
e old fazhioned =ztoves.

&
G
!},-
+

I 1824 the choir stalls wer e presented by A& Miller
Hallett, and in 1902 the hrass lecton was given by Mr.%
Mre.EBEdward MHorman, and they added a new altar table in 19208.



The Bells

The first reference to our church bells is to be found in
the Inventory of the Church Goods taken i1in the &th year of the
reeian of Edward VY1, where the following appears.

"Item iij bells in the Steple suted of brassse" (Arch.
Cant.YIIL.120)., The term "bells of brasse’ which is generally
used in these Inventories really means bells cast  {from
ordinary bell metal; and a peel of three bells was the usual
number in those davs (Arch.Cant.VII1.90).

These three bhells were probably superseded in the year
1672 when the present peel of five bells were cast by John
Hod=omn; and which have the following inscription upon them.

“John Hodson made me in 1672 - John Allen -
Wiliam Chapman — Chuwrchwardens —CH".

Stahlschmidt in his Church Bells of Eent gives the name
of Charman, but evidently this 15 a printers =2rror  for
Chapman. This Wiliam Chapman owned a House, and about six
acres of land called Mewfield in Chelsfield. John Allen was
one of the feoffees of Osbornes, and according to the Court
Folls was pozsessed of a House, and aboubt thirty acres of land
in the parish, which property cannot be identiftied at the
present time. I'he letters 'C.H° at the end of the in=scription
stand for Christopher Hodson, who at that time was foreman to
John Hodzon. In later vears Chriztopher cast bells on his  own
account, having a foundry at St.Mary Cray. (Stahlschmidt
Church Bellzs of Eent.?7).

Mrs.Alice Bravy, as described in  another part of these
nobes gave aboul the vear 1506 a field known as ‘Bell Reppes ',
Iving between Eastfield and Forberry, for an endownment for
the providing of bell-ropes. This field was sold by the parish
to the late Henry Thompson in the yvear 1886, and the purchase
money was lnvaeste in Conzeols.

In 1880 the Bells were tuwned a quarter round, and rehung

with new wheels by Messrs.Gillett and Bland, the expense being
met by private subscription.
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Lilke other parishe: ! il had FLMGng tlave until
quite recently. The custom v that the Bells should be rung
on cartain days, and ©on  oocasions of  great victories or
rejoicing. Many parishes have these days set out 1in full in
their books: but our books simply contain Lthe entries of
ringing davs, and no mention is made of the cause . for the
rﬁnqing. Bills were run wup ot the various Inns for
refreshnents, which were settled by the Churchwardens out of
the Churoch rate. Az far  back as 1743 there was paid to
"Richard Bushell and Mary Creasseyvy 12s for 4 ringing days". In
the following vear 12¢ was again paid for the same number of
days:; and these entries continue to appear until comparatively
recent vears, This custom led to abuses; and we have found in
the records of a neighbowing parish & reseclution of the
Yestry 1n the vear 1832 that these pavments be discontinued,
and that the Fublicans have notice of it.

Chelstiszld bhas had for many years a sebh of Rules, as  to
how the Bells are to be rung on various occasions, and it 1s
believed that a copy iz still in existence, although we have
been unable to find it. We have heard them referred to in  our
bovhond, and this is impre upon our mamory from the  fact
that an old friend., a carpenter, once put us in ocur place, by
informing ws, that i he the carpenter died the hig bell would
be tolled, whereas if we departed the small one would be used.
The late Robert Brooker, then a Churchwarden, sent a copy of
these Rules Lo Mr.Stahlschmidt for his ‘Church Bells of Eent’,
and the following has been taken from this book.

"Meath knell rung as soon as convenilient after death,

always within htwelve hows 1+ possible.

For a man tenor bell used; tolled {for an hour then

tellers I
For a woman 4th bell for the same space of time
tellers S

For a vouth from seven to sixteen, same as for man

but with Zrd bell. . ‘

For a girl of same age, as for woman, on Znd bell.

For children under zsoven, treble bell uwused letters IXIXI.

Eell tolled for one houwr before funeral, the same one

being uwused as had been for the death knell.

Eells chimed for hald an hour betore service, ring in on

tenor for three minutes. ' 4

Feals on Church ftestivals. Ringing on New Years Eve

temporarily discontinued

That on Sth MNMov(happily)obsolete for the last twenty vears

Far Vestry meetings 1z 2 2nd bells chimed for five minutes.

Wedding peals used at end of Marriage service'.
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Church Music

Frobably one of the greatest changes in the Church during
the paszt sixty vears or 2o, has been that of the music
provided for Divine Service.

i d

The earliest record that the writer of these notes has
been ablse to  find, i one 1n  the vear 1813, when the
Churchwardens paid teo "Baruck Wood for instructing singers for
thres quarters of a vear £1.12.0".

This Baruock was possibly a man of many parts, sipce
prrobably he is the same Baruwck Wood as provided the eating and
drinking upon the Ferambulation of the parish in 1788 (see pp
12 % 120y,

The weiter has found in an old family account book that
his grandfather in 1827 paid "£2 for the encowragement of the
singers". In 1840 the Vestry resolved that:® £2%2 per annum  be
agiven  to the  principal singers, provided they reqularly
attended, and instructed twelve of the school ohildrens: this
money was railsed by voluntary subscription, and not paid out
of the church rate.

In the account book already alluded to, it is recorded
that in the year 13820 there was paid to Meroilliams, the
Rector, 1 towards the organ, and at the same time 10/6d
towards a new barrel for same. This clearly shows the kind  of
instrument then in use, which was the usual organ of the davy.
This instrumaent did not reguire great skill in the playing of
it, as is evidenced by this erntry in the Churchwardens accounts.

1824 pd Master Whitehead | vear playing organ £1°'.

In addition to the barrel organ, and the singers, , there
waz a band of instruments  which was  located in the west
gallery, which wa=z demolished in 1B858. There are several
parishioners still living who remember these instrumentalists,
the writer well recollects at least one of the performers. AN
mnld inhabitant states that William Morgan, who filled various
parochial of{fices, plaved the violincello, Stephen Dunmall, of
Well Hill, the clarionet, Rance, Dr.Tarleton’'s servant, the
violin, and Fhilip Brooks, at one time parish clerk, the
flube. When these instrumentalists were not available, the
school children csat in the gallery and led the singing. The
schoolmaster giving the note on a pitch pipe.




At thes  ro ating bhe Church, a Harmoni wm WaE
substituted for the old an,. which was placed close to  the
door lesading from the Chancal into the Yeshtry. On one occasion
this instrument refuszsed to worl, when upon inspection 1t was
faund that a mouse had parted the cords connechting the bellows
wa th the treddles ‘ :

This harmonium gave place to the present organ, which was
praesented to the church by Mr.Alexandsr Miller Hallett of
Goddington, in memory of his aunt Mifz Hallett in the vyear
189Z. At this bLime the present veshtry and organ  ochamber were
built at a cost of 2.0, of  which sum Mr.Miller Hallett
gave £200:; the balance being raised by subscriphbion. The organ
was first uszed on Movember 23rd 1892, upon the dedication of

Lhe weshry.
p

Church Plate

The first reference to the chuwroh plate of Chelsfield is
to be round in TTestamenta Cantiana’ where it i recorded.

"I will vt Churoh of Chellefelde have a chalvs
price Xlls. Fobert Mablob 14797,

In 13513 John Reveryeh
described in these notes (3.9

a  maser cuppe as already

.,,
]
-+
-

f

The next refterence is contained in an inventory of church
goods marde 1n 1 2, and i1s of sufficient interest to be given
in full as set out in Archaeoligia Cantiama VIILI.130.

"Chalasfeld-2X010 Novembsr IV Ed VI

Faft Dowell, Cwate: John Canstone and Richard Brasier
Chua-chwardens., :
Firet 1 chalice with the patent of silver waying

M3 OOUNCes.,

ITtem.1i 1 bells in the steple suted of brasze(see p.4b).
Item on cope % a vestment of blue velvett with 1]
tinnacles to the same withoute albes.

Item on hand bell of brasse.

Ttem on book of the Bible % on other booke of the
Faraphrases of Erasous.
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Meam. ondors

d Dartiord wii ted Movember YL Ed Vi “11 goads in
the inventory of 111 E {oare in this ¥ are now delilvered to
the churchwardens excepts one chalice with the patent of
zilver and gilt waying X1 ounces one cope and one vestment of
clothse of tyssue declared to bhe sold +tor  reparacons of  the
Churche'.

o Y1

I'4

The above points to the fact that in 134% our Church
possessed two chalices with patents, and 1t was no  uncommon
thing in those davs for Chuwreoch goods to be sold to find the
necessary funds for the repair of the Church.

The next mention of cur plate is to be found in a list of
church  plate made or manuwfuctured during the reign  of
Charles 13 published in  the XVYI Vol.of the Archoeologia
Cantiana, where this appears under the heading of Chelsfiesld.

"Cup & 1/8inches high, depth of bowl Z, diameter = 3/8, and
paten cover. (On bhoth [.H.S 2n solell, makers marl: in  shaped

shield, seems to be 1.B with obiects beneath, likte & circle
with a horizontal lLine thrust through 1t (perhaps a buckle) ™.

In another list of church plate made duwing the reign of

Geaorge I is given 1715 Chelsfield - paten 35 inches in

diameter, 2 high, date letter illeqgible: bulk the hall marks,
Eritannia amd a Liong heail arased, are  still to be seen.

Inscribed on the reverse "The gift of the Rev.J.E. Tarleton
Dol Fector To the Farizsh of Chelsfiald 1835, In modern
times the sacred moncgram I.M.35. has also been added, with
cross above and nails helow in solar ravs. (Arch.Cant.XV1.414) .

Evidently thizs was an old piece of plate when given to
o Charoli, with the necessary engravings added to fit it for
i1ts new-use.
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Monuments etc in the Charch

[t i3 now propozead to give an account of those persons to
whom monuments etc have been placed in the Church, and to show
in what way thev were connected wibth the parish of Chelsfield.

In the chancel several of the gravestones mentioned in
the Histories of kKent have dizappeared, probably covered over
by recent tiling, and the choir <stalls; possibly this also
applies to the nave.

There is a gravestone in the chancel just outside the
altar rails under which is buried Roger Goodday who died May
Fth 1574, The Hewsths Cowt Rnlls show thet Roger owned lands
called The Breach, Breachgate, and Childrens Croft containing
ahout sixty acres, which uwupon his death descended to his
daughter Anne. Breachoate and the rest of the land was on the
wast sides of Dsbornes. The direct succession of owners can hbe
traced from Anne Goodday down to  the present time 1in  the
Hewatts and Chelstfield Rolls, bub alwavs under the description
of Breachgate, Walrnuttrees etc. The Title Deeds of Mount Hall
give @xactly the same succession, bulk the name of "Mount Hall”
appears in them {for the {first time in 1778, before this date
no  name  1s  gliven. Frobably when Mount Hall hecame the
principal building on the praoperty, the old names of Walnut-
trees and Breachgaete were dropped, except that it was still
retained in Manorial records as was so often the case with
ofther holdings. Anobher howse called Walnuttrees was also
close by, and thizs wouwld have been another reason for an
alteration of name. Therefors we think 1t may be said that
Roger Goodday lived at Mount Hall (see pp 108 & 171).

Close adioining is the gravestone with a brass tp the
memory of William Robroke which will be described later on
among the Fectors.

Alice Bray wa=s, as the brass on her gravestone 1in the
chancel sets oul, the daugbhter of John Bonaventure. She
directed by her Will that she should be buried within the
Church of St.Martin Chelsefield by the northside of the high
Altar, where her father and mother (Joan? lied buried. 01d
deeds state that she was the sister of Richard Bonaventure who
was Rector of Chelstield from 1463 to 1492, Duwring her
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lifetimae, probabhly by 2 desd dated the 2=t year of the reign
of Henry Y11, she gave the +ield now known as "Bell FRopes' as
already described (p.4s6). Alsn she lett by her Will several
other benefactions which appear to have been lost to the
parish.

Ancient deeds (mee pp.l120 2 1303) show that Richard
Eonaventure and his sister Alice Bray became ininlkly possessed
of property in this parizh called "Wheat{ields’ in the wvear
14720 The name of Wheatfields is no longer bLknown, hut there
can be but little doubt as to its location. In the deeds it is
described as being a capital messuage or tenement with barns,
stables, and several parcels of land called Wheatfields, and
consisting of ten acres sihuate on the Kings highway leading
from Chelsfield to Well-hill. An old map dated 13808 shows that
the Hheatfields were three fields now forming part of  the
western end  of  Longlands, and immediately behind Maypole
Cottage. [n the convevanuoe of these fields and cothage called
tfields to Mres.Mary Fuller in 1768 it is stated that this
18 was accuplied by Ann Brooks, and the paper in which the
are wrapped up is endorsed "Brook's farm’. The RBrooks
family occupied Mavpole Cobtage for many vears, even down  to
recent times. Therefore ‘dheatf¥ields and ‘Mavpole Cottage”
occupy th 2. The house was rebuillt many vears ago.

£z

In 1487 6lice Bray and her brother granted this property
to John Jebttow nof Chelsfield and  fdgnes his wite, together
with Sivr John Fercywvale kEnt. Alderman of London, and John
Honaventure.

Since, azs 1t will Dbe presently shown, all the above
parties wers clossly conneched, 1t may be that the conveyance
in 1487 was only a family arrangement, and that Alice Bray
continaad to live in the house, bHolt we are inclined +to  think
that this was neot the house in which Alice Bray died, and from
which she was carried to her grave some twenbty hhree « years
later with so much ceremony as directed by her Will. Frobably
her last home was at Bucks Cross, poassibly in the cottages on
the westside of the road leading from  Mount Hall to the
village, and immediately opposite Bucks Cross farm. This
tenement was formerly according to old deeds, a single
dw2lling house of eome importance, but before 173292 it had been
divided into three cottages, and later it had become two. This
last theory is strengthened by an old parish terrier dated
16865 which states that one John Bray owned land at this spot.




Mlice Bray died on Spril &th 13510, and winal o weem from
the brass on her grave that she had fouw sons and a daughter,
buk no mention is made of Lhem in her Walls it may hbe that
they were provided +or by the deed of 2lst Henry VII already
mentioned. Hor WiLill is a moszt  instructive document, showing
the buwrial customs of thoze dave: and also the quaint legacies
gttt by persons of indtluence and position in life. It was as
tollows.

"In the mname of God Amene the xxi i day of Octobre in  the
yeire of ouwr Lord god MYLY and in the first yvere of the Reigne
of King Henrie the viii I Alis Bray widow of Chellisfield in
the Countie of Fent being of whaole mynde make this my
Testament and Last Will in manner and forme following. First 1
reccommende my Sowle to Glmighty God & to the blessed WYirgin
ouw Ladie and to all the Company in Heaven. My Dbodie to bee
brried wikthin the Chwah of St.Marten of Chellisfield by bthe
North Side of the High Altar where my Father and Mother lieth
buried i+ T happen Lo dye bhere or 2lse in such place as  God
hath dispaozed for mee. ltem I beqgueath to the high Aulter of
Chellisfield for my Tibkthes and offerings forgotbton XX¢  Item

I beguesth to Marisry Denham a scarlett gowne lyned with tuks
the coler and cutfs blacl: velvett. Item I bequeath to Johan
Walker my servant i+ shee bhee in service wibth mee at the Lime
of my decease being not married a brassen pann nexte the beste
my bheste {teather bed and bolsbar And if it fortune the same
Johan to marry and take to busband any man in my lyfetime by
the advise of mee and counsell of her friendes That then I
will that shee =hall have and injoye all thesse thinges afore
to her lymyvted and hequeathide. Also I begqueath to Johan a
girdell with a greene corse harnessed with silwver and X barrs
of sllver on it and a round gound of violett fuwrred with bever
JTtem 1 becguesath to Clementh Dowghther a brasse pan. Also I will
that my. Executors heare under named shall order- % provide at
the time of my burving V pristes bvsides the psone (parson) or
his debilbie to brviige my bodlie to the saild Churche and to sayve
and syrnoe theare Dyvrge and Masse of Reqgquiem i the bparis
Church of St. Marten aforesailid for my Soule and all “pen.
And every of the said V Friestis to have for their Labour in
that behal+ viii® And begsides that I will that the pson or
his deputie then being present and helping at my Dirige and
Masse of Requiem on the oorrow  shall have +or his Labour
#1109 Also I will that my Executors shall provide for viij of
the best torches belonging o the parishe of Saynt Marten
beforesaid the which torcheice I Will shall bee light and burnn
at the time of wmy going to Church al the waye between my house
and the Church And alzo shall burnn about my houze all the




Diriage Tims
Exvecutors
Churcly of

iem on Lhe Morrow [ Will  bthat my
Chuarchwardens  of the parishe
) Marten aforesaid +tor LThe worth of the said
torchels accoridng as Right and Conszcience shall reguire. Also
I Will that my socutaors shall provide for viii poore  men
dwellers in the parishe atoresdaid for to beare the said viij
torcheis at the times before specified and every of the said
poore men to have for theiv labers in thalt behald 11139 and
there dinner Also [ will that in the Honor of God and his  xi
Apostles that my my Executers shall give to xiii poore men and
women of the saide parigshe xiii9 which wiije® T kill shall

bee given the same daye that the Masse of Regquiem i1s saide and
doune Also 1 Will that my Execubtors shall bestowe at the time
of my buryinag in the breade and drinkes and obher vitells unto
suche poore people as shall be at my Dirige and Masse vi™
vil i Also T Will that at my monyth mynde my Euecutors shall
order and orovide for 11 prestis besides the Farson or his
Deputie to save and synge their Dirlges and Masses 1n the
parishie bheforesalide for my Soule and all wpen and prieste  to
have +tor his labour wviii® and the pson or his deputie to
have for his labow 2139 Aleo I Will there bee bestowed in
breds and dirinke and other wvitells to Lhe reliete of such
poore people asz shall bee at my monyth minde «ilji=iiij“
Also T Will thatbt if any of the psonnes in this will named to
whome I have giffen or beguetbhed any parte or portion of my
goods die betore mee that Lthen the saide goods Lo bee disposed
by mee at all times during the life or else atter my decease
By min Executors with the advise and counsell of my oversears
in such uses as they shall thinke beste {for the wealthe of my
Soule Also whereas 1 the zaid Alis Bray by my dede bearing the
date ot the last of Mch xxi veare of the Reigne of Kinge Henrvy
the vii have inteoffad Lo my wse John Snowe  and  Jaohn  Cooke
Citizens and Merchant Taylars of London o+t and in  all my
messuages Lands and tents rents reversions and servie wilh the
appurtenances in the pariszsh of Chellstield in  the County of
Fernt To have and to hold bto them  thetr heirs  and  to ¢ their
assings in fee ofr ever as hy the same dede more plainly doth
appeare [ wille and dispose by this my present testament and
Last Will that the said John Snow and John Cooke atter due
mannear and forme as it mave be devyvsed by Counsaile lLearnved
in the Law zhall make a good and sufficiannt and Lawful Estate

e

in the Law of and in all the Messuages Llands Tents Rents

Feversion=s and Services beforesaid with the appurtenances unto
Sr.dohn Fecchey Enight John Miller William Fettley of Halstede
John Beverenq Fichard Walesse Thomas Romnage William Grigg
i chard Eaton William Fletcher Richard Colgabte fRobert Watts
Thomas Grigg and William Whitehead
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To Have and to Hold to them and to their heirs for ever to the
entent that they and their Heilrs of the i1ssue and  profits  of

the same shall keep a Divrege and Masse of Reguiem within  the
salid parizh Churche of Chellisfield for the Soull of Thomas my

late husband for my Soull for the Soulls of John and Johan  my
thh@r'amd Mother for the Soull of Mr.Richard Ronaventure and
all pssons Soulls And  that  Lthe same Jirige and Masse of
Regquiem within the said parishe Chuwrche of Chellisfield bee
kept pepetually once in the yre that 1s to saisg at such time
and seazon of the veare az it shall please God my Soule to
departe out of the Waorld, and the pson or his deputie for the
time being for every dirige and mass of Reguiem to have for
hizs laher %ij9 in money and the parishe clerke wviiji® And
yvearly at my said Obit 1ii™i1iii¥ in money to bee disposed
and given amonge v poore men and  women dwellers within  the
zald pizh of Chellisfield to prave for my Soull and  for the
Soulls atoresaid And also o the inkent that  they and  their
with the issues and profits of the same shall keepe
1lyv 111 tapers of wax within the said Churche of
stield every taper containing 13*® waxr of the which
111 tapers one Lo bhee seath befors the Inage of ouwur Ladie in
the Marth part of the said Churche The seconde to bee sett
baetore bLthe [magse of Savnt Marten in the said Churche O6nd  the
third ftaper to bee sett before the Image of St.James - And  the
said iii taperzs fto bee light and bhurn  betfore the saild 113
images within the zaid Churche every holy day 1in the vyere
cdiring the hiagh mass time And  the said 11 ftapers to be
renewed and made of the like weight as they war at the
beqinning againe 17 feastes of the vere that is fto say againe
the Feast of Savnt Mark and againe the Feast of Baynt Marten
the Bishop nexte before Christnasse And also to the Entent
that they and their Heires with the issues and profitts of the
same shall keepe vearely ftor ever a tap contalning 1ij*®
warxen to buwn before the Sepulcure of owr  Lorde within  the
sald Churche at the time of easzter that iz to save Ffrom
Goodfrydave to Thursdave in the Ester weeke Lo bee burnihg at
tymez convenient according as other lights bee wanted and used
And Lthe residue of the said taper which is left unepent to bee
seltt before Sayrnt Marten within the Chuwrche before sayde and
there to bee light every holdy daye and to buwrn all the high
Mazse Time as long as tt will last Also I Will that the Farson
of the said Churche of Chellisfield or his Deputie Ffor the
time being and hiz Successors  shall have wvearly evermore
viij® in money to the entent that hee and his successors
every Sunday in the years or at such times a=s hee useth to
reade the bedd Roll shall pray +for my soull the =soull of
Momas Bray my saild husband and other Soulles as i3 above




reheraed Glso | will and desive ths Churchwardens of the saide
parishe Chuwohe of Chellisfield for the time being to have the
oversight thereof and of the Dirge and Masse of Reguiem and
doe order and causze to be ordered the said tapers and to see
them light and putt oute at all times conveniannt and to order
them in manner and forme as it 1s afre specified and they to
have for their l.abor between them of the issue and proffits of
the Lands atore named v i° AOnd the overpluse of all the

iszsues and proffits recuwrring and growing of the saide Mess
Land=s and Tents Fents Reversions Service aforesaide above the
charges atore specified I Will it shall goe to the Reparacons
and Maintenance of the said Mess bLands and Tents most needful
for ever Also I Will that whensoever 1t shall fortune the
foresaid Sr.Jon Feechey and his co-tees by death or othrwise
to mynishe and come to the number of iiii only than then those
1113 shall make a State of the said lLands Tents %  other the
premliszes unto the Heires Gpparent of those my feoffeess that so
happen to verlyve and to the Heires of all those feoffees that
then shall happen Lo bee disseasszed i+ they be meet and
conveniannt therefore and to other discrete psons in a
conveniarnnt nuaber to hold to bhem all and to there Heires in
fee to the use of the tgrue performance of this my Will above
declared And in this manner of wise Lthe sald feoffment to bee
renewed at everyvitime and as often as  the feoffees shall
heareathter mynnish and com to the number of iiii only To the
enternt that my said Will shall now and allway surely to bee
kepte executed % performed in  fthe manner and forme as i3
before rehersed And to the executing of this my present Will I
order and make my executours John BRBevereg dwelling in  the
parishe of Chellisfield atoresaid and Stephen Swan dwelling in
the parish of Brasted in the County of Fent and Dame Thomasine
Fercyvall of London widdowe and John Dynhm gent Oversears of
this my present testamsnt and llast Will. ITtem I  bequeath to
John Williams now being pson of Chellistfield my great Caudron
of L Gallones arnd my La - Mazar of 11 with a bonde silver
and gilt And T Will that all such  evidences concerning  the
premises and the one part of this my present Will ‘shall
allwaies remaine in the Custodye and Fepping of the Church-
wardens of the Chuwrohe of Chellisfield And I give ta Jdohn
Bevereg one of my Executors for his labor and busynese in the
partormance of my Will and execubing of the same a best
featherbed in the chamber within the plor and ye bolster Also

=]

I beagueath Lo Stephen Swan my other Executor for his labor and’

husynese in the true pertormance and executing of this oy
Testament. and Last Will a featherbed % bolster in  the mayden
chamber And the Residue of all my goods my Jetts paide my
burying done my monyth mynde my Will and other charges borne
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FLoand beou aforesaid to the ths entent that
12y by the good Coun of my  oversears shall cause a
Trentall of Masse to bes said and doun  within the Crochked
of London as shortly after my Departing as they .J.o....
Fmiszingl... for my Soull and ye Soulls atore expressed And
the overplus of my said goods if any remaine to be gitten and
M zposed to the pleazwe of God and forr the Wealth of my Soull
Spcally teo such poore people as 1 have most beholding unto In
Witness whereod Lo this my present Testament % Last Will I
have putt to my Seale the day & yvear abovewritten

M. Johmn Williams prst Fobart Woolf Witness
John Miller Colegate John Lercborne
James karner and others"

il

LThe lazt part of this Will has been eaten by insects, or
athermwise mubilated, and hence the blanksl.

This= Hill and the old Deed of 1487, in which the names of
Alice ray, Sir John Fercyvale, Richard and Jobhn  BEonaventure
appear, atford a clue to the family history of these people.

In the Dictionary of Mational Biography under the name of
Fonaverntuwra it i1is stated that Thomazine Bonaventura who died
i 1310 was a Cornish bhbenetfactress, Lhalt she waszs a perasant
agirl born at Weelb St.Mary, five or six miles south of Bude,
soon aftter the middle of the 13Sth century. She married
successively three rich London Merchants, the last being Sir
John Fercivall who was & Merchant Taylor and probably a
general merchant. He was born hard by the town of Maccles—
field about the vear 1437, where he afterwards founded a
schoal for gentlemen & sons and  others. He fir=st held the
Office of Carver bto the Lord Mayor, which in thoze days was an
honouwrable post. First @lderman for the Yintry Ward, he
atterwards served the sams office for the Langbowrne Ward. He
was Master of the Merchant Taylors Company in 1483, In 14846 he
s@rved the DfFfice of Sheridd, and was Enighted at Hornsey Fark
where the Mavor and Corporation went to meet Fing Henry VII
atlter the batble of Stoke; and in 14%¥8 was elected lord HMavor
ot London. He died about 15043 and had a Chantry in the Church
ot  St.Mary Woolnoth. Dame Fercyvale swvived her third
huzhband, and at his death retired to her native place, where
she occupied herself in repairing highways, building of

bridges, endowing of maidens, relieving of prisioners, feeding.

and apparaeling the poor. She also built and endowed a Chantry
and College there, were divers of the best gentlemen s sons of
Dexvon and Cornwall were educated (See- Early History of the
Merchant Taylors Company — Orridges Citizens of London % their
Fulers -~ Sharpes LLondon and the Eingdom).
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this remarkabzle

Cornwal l gives a further account  of
» states  that her  maiden name  was
Bonaventw e, and thalt in her girlish age she keph sheep on St
Mary Wike moor, when it chanced that a London merchant passing
bary saw her, hesded her, 1ak fher, begaed ey ot her poor
pﬁrQ'L and carried her to his home. In process of time her

slire %ummmned hy dwmath to appear in the other worldj and
her good therv > na le than her seemely personage, so  much
conbentad her mastar, thalt he advanced ber $from a servant to a
wite, and left hpr a waalthy widow. Her second marriage befell
wi b e Henrs 1, who was also a PMerchant Taylors and her
third and lm:L Sir John Fercyval. Her Will also throws light
LR On S0ne martﬁ of her history, for she leaft £20 bto her hrother
John Bonaventw e, and made John  Dinbham, who had married her
sters dawahter, residosry legabtee.

We have already sesn  that A(Alice Bray's
Bonaventure: thab Margery Divham was mentioned in her Will, and
that Dsme Thomasine Percvval was appointed an QOverseer  of the
same (p.BG) , and Richard  Bornaventuwrs  the Hector of Chelsfield
appointed Sir John Peecs overseer of hiz Will, and left a
lega Lo Uame Thaomasine rcival (pa&7Y- I 1= thuws  clear  that
Alice Bray and Dame Thaomazine were very closely connected; and 1t
may be  thalt  Glices B \ Dame Fercyval, The Rewvd Richard
Eonaventuw e, and Johrn Bonaventure were the children of John  and
Joharn who were hwried in Chelasfilield Church. Fossibly the parents
were bDrought up from Cornwall by theilr more prosperous children.

maiden name was

In fronk of the Altar ﬁa
and by her side an empty mat
the hrass of a man,; bslow -
and five females, wibl
record can be Yound

ls is a Brass representing a woman
’ which probably originally held
5@ 1 a brass containing six males
dmubk tho children of the above. No
whom are buried under bBEhis memorial.

——z

> ],

By the soulth chanc door there is a Ffragment of " a Brascs
nscription Lo the memory of Jon Kynge, and within the Altar
Fails the tomb of Rob de Brun, and the memorials to the three
George Smiths, and Dr.Sandford all of which will be described
in these notes when dealing with the Rectors of Chelsfield.

There are two gravegtonaz'in the Chancel close to the Veatry
door, but they are so much worn that the inscriptionz cannot be
decipheraed. The one furthest from the door evidently 1is  the
burial place of one of Lthe Rectors, as this word can be read. The
other probably marks the grave of the Skeggs Ffamily who were
the owners of the Manor of Morstead.




Collet Memorial in St.Johns Chapel set  out  that
llet Eszq was an Alderman of London, and descended from
the ancient +amily of Collet, that he died December Z1 1607
leaving two daughter coheirs, He2sher married Anthony Aucher
and Zara to Peter Heyman, both kEnights. Fossibly Feter was
descendsd from the Colets of Wendover, in Buckinghamshiresg
simce a Sir Henry Colet of that place was Lord Mayvor of London
in the yvears 14385 and 14935, and was Alderman for the Ward of
Farringdon without iDictionary HNational Eiography) Feter
Collet afterwsrds being slected for the same Warrd.

Fatear

Feter Collet is dezcribed in an old deed, as being a
Merchant Tavliar, and Fr.Nash the Clerk of that Company . has
Eindly inftormed the wreiter thalt he was admitted to the Freedom
ot the Company by Servitode to Thomas Collet, who was probably
Feters father, on 15th September 153703 but that there 1is na
Lrace of Feter having been admitted to eirther bthe Cowrt  or
Livery, which is rather remarkable in a person of his position

In BEeavens Aldermsn of the City ot London it 1s astated
that Feter Collet was elected Alderman for the Ward of
Farringdon Withoot on ptember 4th 1599, and fthat he was
discharoged from the office on October 2th in the same year,
upon the pavment of a Ffino of £500.0 [t is thus clear that he
served the off{ice for about a month  anly. About this time
there began a very mean, and unwarthy practice; that namely of
electing to various offic thoze who would rather pay the
fine than serve. In the sy - lald nearly a dozen oen were
elected to O0f+ice of Sheritf, all of whom declined to serve
(EFosant "= London 17 —~ Handbook of Ceremonital 1906). It seems
that qgquite likely that Feter Collet suffered in this manner,
forr in Beavens Aldermen it is shown that hizs predecessor  as
Aldermam of the same Ward, also only served for & month, and
was discharaed on oaying & Fine of £3Z00.0 In fact there were
three Aldermen  =locted for  this  ward in  the year 13599.
Frobably Feter  having paid his £300, kept his title of
Alderman as some compensation for the outlay.

Sir Feter Hevman was of Somerfield in the parish of
Sellinge, and was succeeded by his eldest son Sir Henry

Heyman, the issue of his marriage with Sara Collet. Sir  Henry

was M.F. for Hythe, and was created a Baronet in 1641, 7The
Chelsfield Cowt Rolls record that in 1632 he sold a moiety of
Lillies farm to James Styles.The Roll for the same year states
that Sir Anthony Mmucher held by right of hie wife one Tenemant
called Lillies with sundry lands in Chelsfield. It therefore
seemns clear that Feter Collet must have hbheen the owner of
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LLilli armd . o : to his  two davughters as
co—he DErA dy Heyman, with her infant child was buried
here in 1&ll, and no tuwrbher entry in the Reglizster iz o be

found concerning this family.

P It was Feter Colls o, Johanna UCollet, that gave
during her lifetime the property known as ‘Debhoarnes’ to the
parish. By a deed dated lath  Auvgust 1508 (see p.l3&) @hes
caonveved to Gearge Smyvthe vounger =on of  Deorge  Smythe the
than Rector  of Chelasfields William Graysier, John Allyn,
Robert Allen, William Wakelyn, and Thomas Wakelyn his brother,
George Wakelyn son of Thomas Wakelyn, Robert bWight the elder,
and Robert Wright the yvounger his son, and John Colegate: all
veonen of Chelsdield. ALl the messuage called Osbornes, one
croft called C arnes of about fouwr acres, two other pilec of
land 1n ZThelstield called Langorofth containing about two acres
and a piece of land in Shoreham called Fuzzy Croft  containing
about thiree acres. Upon the Trust that the rents of  Longorofl
were to be distributed "to the poorest aged impotent and most
e el per dwel ling in Chelstield. The ents of  the
other parcel wid, and of the House, were to be employed
about the naeoe Y PR ALy 0¥ the Chapel on the soubhside  of
the Clovoh whersin Feter Collet lies buried in a Tomb, and 1in
: e the said Chapal and Tomb reguired no  repairs, then the
rents ta e emploved in the necessary repailrs of the Church
and Chancel , 14 th 2 shouwld not be 1n need of repairs  then
the rents to be distrib in the <came way as  those from
Longcroft. In 1 LoFuzzy Dottt was sold to the late H.RB. Mild-
may  under the sanction of the Charity Commizsioners, and
the purchase money amownting tao 2205 was invested in Consols.

3

v

There iz in St.John’ Chapel a memorial to Thomas Norton
and Elizabeth his wite, which ars mentionad in thesse notes on
the Manor of Chelasfis)ld (Do)

(In Lhe south wall of the Nave of the Church is  a  HMural
Tablet to Thomas and Katherine Saunders, the {former died on
the hh June 1774, and the latter on Ist June 1783, and also
to Thomas Saundere their last swwviving son who died in 1819.
Mrs.Hatherine Saunders was the niece-in—-law of the last Thomas
Maorton, the Lord of the PFanor of Chelsfield, =z=he being the
davghter of his =i
his Will left a portion of bhiz landz to Ann Mayvhew for 1life,
with the reversion to Fatherine Saunders. These lands
amounting to some 239 acres are easily identified from an old
plan of the estabte shtill in existence. The properkty laid on
both sides of the raoad leading from Chelstield Village to

Epr—in—law Mrs.ann Mavhew. Thomas Morton by
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raths arel nnele
Lo o byl 1
ard  a portion of bbyes

1 a large part ot bthe nresent Gilman
o bhe south of the Worlds-end lane:
ent Hewebtts  farm iomadiately
Lherine Ssunderz sold this property to Mary Fuller
Sauncers Dhe eldes was a Habeard 2 s and was
toy the  Will of  Thomas MNorton: under which, as
e s : of the living of Chelstield.

Led the &

Tt is doubtful whether the Saunders resided permanently
at Chelstield; az there was only one dw2lling house, called
Cock or Zox Croft Houze, on the estate, and that aonly a small
ore, which stood with the farm buildings iwmmediately opposite
Gilman Brimstone farm house, and which was pulled down some
thivky vears ago. Thiz suggestion is strenghthened by the fact
that although several of the Saunders were buried here, they
ar e ) in e Reglasher coming "from London®.

L the aner wide of the HMNave 1s  the Memorial to the
Crosbys and James Maud and this with the Monument to
Alderman Crasby on the other side of the Mave are noticed in
the notes relabting ho the Manar of Chelstield.

Om the naorth wall of the Church there iz a Monument to
the mamories of James Burton who died 1in 1740, James Burton
senior who died in 1748, and Susannah Lthe latters wife who
died in 175&. This family wi long resident in Chelsfield, and
according to the Register bhey were all baptized here. James
Burton was the son of Robert Burton who married Barbara Style
at owr Charch in Léa64; Jamsms marrled  Susannah King  who  was
also a Chelsfield girl. From the Hewetts Court FRolls it is
found that James Burtorn, Jobn Ebbut, and Mary Aynhscombe wers
the heirs of one John Stile, all of whom were descended from
the three daogbitor: Styvle who owned LLillies in 1652,
The Cowt Roll of Che! @l Ffor bthe yvear 1739 states that the
alzove Jobm S5hile held Lillevs, and that upon hi=s  deabh  this
property descended to Jamss Buaerton and others in Gavelhipd as
Mis heirs, and  that  James Durton then held the same by
agreesment with the other heirs, as his share of the estate.
Frraom James Buwrton Lillevs descended through Barbara Judd his
daughter, and Ann Halsey who was related to Barbara to Mary
Grvnsoome, and the latter s daughter, also named HMary, maried
James
family (see p.94).

woooF Jdame

The Memorial to BGeorge Morland i1s explained in the

notez an the Manor of Chelsfield (zee p.E8).

Harriz. Lilleys still remains in the possession of this
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O the west end of the Choroh on Bhe north wall there i
& tablet to Captain John EBrowne of Mile End in the parizh of
Stepney, who died in 1754, son of Captain Zachary Browne, and
uncle of Thomas Braowne of Mile End. The family of Browne held
CPax T, which at that tims a separate tarm, +or many vears.
It waz= & small and much s tered property, consisting of a
house which stood on the same spot az  the present cobhages,
and some twenty acresz of land, which is now represented by Fax
elght acres, W cam Braom by Chelsdield Hill Wood, about  three
acre i Windmill Hi1l1l, and & part of Panel FBroom next the
prasant cobl e, In 14H5%2 this property was held by William
Brown, and descending from father to son, it came to Zackary
Browne who posseseed i in the zar 1686, this is the Zackary
mentioned on the Memorial. After his  death hizs widaow, who
atterwards married Gritfith Halley a Doctor of Fhysick living
at Maidstone, held if For her lifte. In 1717 one Leonard Browne
2 e, and at bhe death of his widow Sara 1t came  +to
Frowne their only . Thomas Erowne who i1s  also
vl an takl Lart ik to his nephew Richard Holdan,
1fold I in  the parish of Margaretting in
w2, and he 1n 1767 sold the property o Mary Fuller.

0

ment .l
the cwner of
£

The Churchyard

There is but little to be found in the books concerning
Lhe churchyard. The wall between the vard and the Cowt Lodge
garden was built in the vesr 1774, when one thivd of the cost
paid by Brass Crosby, and Lhe remainder by the parish.

Before the first addition to the burial ground, the north
side of the old churchyard was enclosed Dby a wooden fenceg
which was erected in 18502 in place of ome worn  oub. In 13497
the Yestry resolved that sofficient timber should e cut down
arn the parilsh rerty to do this work:; and it appears to have
hewan, provided ¢ i the parish land at Fratts Bottom and  Ffrom
Fuzze Croft, ChooF which properties have since bheen sold.
Ther= ars 1tems 1 the parish accounts for both sawing ol the
timber, and also tor srecting the fence.

-t

The first addition to the chuwrchvard was added, an the
north side of the old portion, in 1872, The land being given
by William Waring, and the wall enclosing it being built by
the parish, and the caost raised by voluntary contributions. It
WAS ; ; by b rvy, the Rishop of Dover, on  November
&

In the vear 1911 another piece was added on the east side
at the old churchyard, the land bieng giwven by Arthur J.Waring.

This was consecreated by Dr.Harmer the Bishop of Rochester on
Mowvembear Frd in the above yvear.



Fectars of Chelsfield

The patraonags of Chelstield was always an  appendage  to
the Manor of Chelstield, until Thomas Morton at some time
previoug to the wvear 17951 sold the next presentation after the
death of the then incumbent, the Rev.M.Fettyv, to Addpbhus
Meetkirl of Busden in Hertfordshire.

Thomas Morton by his Will, atter reciting that he had
sold the mext presentation, left the patronage to the Churches
of Chelsfield and Farnborough to his nephew  Thomas Saunders.
In trust that he should sell the same for the best price that
could be obtained for it, and to apply such purchase money to
the payments of his debts, legacies, and funeral expenses, as
far as the same would extend: as he did not wish any part of
his proparty Lo be sold +for these purposes. Under this
direction the patronage was s0ld to the Warden and Fellowes of
ALl Souls College, Duxtord, for the sum of 1200 GBuineas; and
they are the present patrons. Until quite recent times the
Rectors of  Chelstield were instituted to the Rectory of
Chelsfield with the Chapel of Farnborough annexed; and the
parishes were only separated during Lhe ancumbency of the late
Fev. . Bauah.

Hugh de Martuo Mari 12&60. The +following 2 tract from
the Calendar of Fapal regizster is the auwthority for placing
this name among the Rectors.

"HoOALlexander IV O (Fope).
4 Fal July Confirmation to Master Hugh de Mortuo Mari

papal chaplain o f the Chuarches of Clive Orpintone and

Chelsfield in the diocese of Rochester: of Godmersham in that
" k) "

of Canterbuwwy: of Fal nham in  that ot Chichesters and of

Frrakenham i that of Norwichy; also of the Frebends in London,
Lincoln, Salishw vy and of the Sukmalings in Chichester ‘which
he proposes to hold; withoot indult supplying any defect there
may be in his acceptance and retention of the same.”

Dr.Cox in hiz "Rambles in Fent’ =states that "The first
Fector of Orpington whose name iz known was Hugh de Mortimer,

who was alszso Archdeacon of Canterbury, and Frovost of 0Oriel”

College Ouford. He was FRector aof Orpington from 1254 to 1270,
Hugh de Mortimer was evidently a man  of considerable means,
and bthe Chancel (UOrpington? was probably rebuilt by him  about
the beginming of his incumbency."



Bartholomew de Ferentino
al=zo Lhe authoriby For this Rec

(el Register 1i1s

"1 Bonifsce VYILT

& Jd Aug 5 PFrovicion  at  the reguest of RBenedict,
Car-dirnal of Cosmas  and Damilan, to his | chamberlain
Parthtiol omew de Ferentino of the Rectory of Blokeley 1in  the
dioncese of Worceste void by the death of Mlaster Feter de
Esclotle on his resigning the Chuweoh of Wynepol in the diocese
of Elv; and di=zpensation to hold Blokeley with other benefices
as well as the Church of Cheffeld in the dioceze of Rochester.

Thomas De Grandison. About thisg time the elder Otho de
Grandi son wazs the lLard of bthe Manor of Chelsfield, and who had
hoth a brother, and a sorn, named Thomas. Frobably one of these
was Ehe Rector Aroch.Cant T1U Z4) .

Richard de Wotton 1317. Frobhably this Rector was in
HOME WAy CONnnehod L the last, as  the Grandisons and
Wottons were both mixed up with the family of MNorthwoods of
Thorntiam. He was ituted o the ractory on 1H kal Januwar i i
1317, being pr itad thareto by William GBrandison. Milit,
patron of the living (see Archbishops Regilister).

Rog de Clehungre 1322. The Records of Rochester give
Fichard as the Christizan name of bthis FEechtor.

John de Rokesle 1734 was a member of a verv old Eentish
familvs: hi= g - Gregory de Rokesle was Lord Mavor of
London from 1274 to 1280, ODur Hector was a landed proprietor
i the neighbowheod; he was  bthe owner of the Manors of
Seintlyng: and Okemore, alias St.Mary Crav, and paid aid for
them at the Knighting of the Black Frince. He also possessed
the Manor of Little Orpington alias Mayfield which he conveyed
teo f Jeakhn p ent, In bhe 33rd vear of the reign of King
Edward TTI. He:  also held the Fanor of Lullingﬁtonw and
Cokarhurst according o Hasted. He died in 13480 and was buried
at Lullingstone, in which Church there 1is & monument which
states "Hic macet Johannes  de Rokesle quondam dominus de
Lullingstone qui obiit primo die mensis Sephtembris anno Domini
millesimo trecentisimo LYXI cujus anime propicietuwr Deus. Amen"
(sea Aroh Cant X.15%  ~ Hast.Hist.Kent I 126,129 ,190,311—
Fecords of Rochester. 39170 .

s,




Alfred Wakyn 1Z248-13%&1. tThis name 1s not in the list of
Fectors 1in the Chuw-chg but is given 1in  the Records of

Fochester. Fozsibly bhe was only a "locum tenens’ +or  John  de
. as it will be ah=zerved that he ceased to hold the

office in the same vear as Jobn de Rokesle died.

r

John de RBentley 17&1.

Robert Briney Thise man iz given as a Rector 1in  the
Fochesher Records bult his name does nobt appear in our  Church
list.

Robert de Brun 1400 zeems to have been presented twice
in the yvear 14000 It has beaen suggested in the Farizsh Magazine
for the year 1895 that he exchanged with Willaim Wrvght and
then rebtw ned. (Spe bhelow) .

William Wryght 1400

Robert de Brun 140% was Rural Dean of Dart+ord
(Rachesher Fecords). He 15 bhuwied on the north  side of the
Chancel within the Altar Raills under an arch, with this
inscriphbiaon uoon Ris tomb “"Here lies Robtus de  Brun formerly
Fector of this Churoch who died the 25th day of April in the
veaar of aour  Lord 1417, Mr.leland Duncan in  the Farigh
Magazine for = states ©that he came {from Stamford in
Lincolnehire.

William Robroke 1417 waz buried in the Chancel of the
Church outside bhe Altar Rails. Over his grave 1 a brass
representing the figure of a priest with a Latinm inscription
thus translated “MHeore lies Willm Fobroke lately Rector of Lthis
Church who died the 17th day of September AD 1420".

John Kynge 1420 The Farish Magazine for 18793 states
that Lord Lovell, the patron, presented John Fynge, but as
Lord Lovell was an outlaw, Henry V intervened, and presented
William Robroke, who however died in  hthree vyvears, and then
Fynge came in. His being kept out of his own for three vyears
i. menbionsed in the remains of the inscription which is now on
the zouth wall of the Chancel. This inscription, and the brass
of @ priest now on the north wall were found. by the late
Fobert BErooker at the bottom of a cupboard. They were placed
in their present position by the Rev.H.B.Barnes.

Thi= Rector bhrought his suit in the Conzistory Court of
the Rishop against ona  John Bertone, alias Botelere, of



Fearnbhoroulgh posse

Croft, +for with-holding an
annual apiritual per pence, two hens, and one cock,
s From he profi ; it to  hthe Rechkor of Chelsfield 1n
right of his Chuwroch which had  alwavs been paid beyond the
m2mer-y O+ man cepting by him, who neilbther appearing nor
making any defence; the Official passed a deftinite sentence 1in
fhvour of the Rector. after which the said  John appeared at
the Consistory Court at Dartford, and acknowledged the right
of the Raector (H ed [.LL1&).

Martin Osborne 14

William Mortonne 14
14465, (Hochester Racords) .

FRector of Eynsford from 1445 to

John Pennant 1442, The Rochester Records state that in
1445 e wenlt to vl ingwaorbin.

William Fynden 1445, The Rochester Records state that
e was at Wylingworth up ko L4495, Therefore it seens  that  he
esichanged livings with the 1

ast Rector.
Henry Muddleham 144%.

Robert Colynson 1452, 1t is reasonable to believe that
this Fechor was bhe same man as 1s mentioned in  the Faston
Letters", and "Nichec fFrroiwvy Couwncil Proceedings’ as having
accused RHobert Fovnings, Lord of the Manor of Chelstield, of
treason. In the Lettars there is one dated 14355 which states
"that Fonynas vs guwyh and delyvered of  all treasons - e e wand
that the Fries that acoused Lor-d Cromwell, BGrev, and my
malebterlFovrningsl wolle contesse who caused tO dao it, =o Ehat
he may have hvs byve "o In the Privy Council Froceedings
(Mol VIop XLy bEhe mname o Ehe Priest 1s given  as  Fobert:
Colynson, are states that abt  that time he was 1in  the
Marshalsea +or having falsely slandered Ralph Lord  Crodwell.
Artoher Faston lletter save that at this time Robert Foynings
s2d the Manors of Esthall, Fawkham,Asslie, and
Chelefieldi(see p.24). Therefore we have the facts:

1. That Robert Colyvnson was FRector of Chelsfield in 1452,

2. That a Friest named Robert Colynson accuzed Foynings of
Lreason.

Ze That Fovnings held the Manor of Chelsfield at thise time.

ke think that these facts lead to the presumphion  that
this Fector of Chelsfield was the same person as the one  that

1 Fonvings and others of treasaon. The patronage of
:field was always an appendage of the Manor until the year

66



presumezd  that Robert Foynings
1o during the  time he held
the or ., and hthat wasz bhis connechion bebtween him  and
Fector Colyvrnson. It frar-dly Likely that Foynings would
have been connechted with  btwo different men  with the same
christian and swname.

L4

hiie right

Richard Bonnaunto 14463, otherwise Bonaventure,
Eonnivento, or Bounter. A describtion of this Rector 1s  given
in the account of his sister Alice Bray. The Farish magazine
for the yvear 18%4 gave his Will as follows Y"1 de nomine Amen
the 2V1J day of Marche and in  the vyer of ouwe lorde god
MRCCOEXEY L T Master Richard RBounter late parsonne of
Chellesfelde yn the Dioces of Rochester in Eente in goode "and
Foole mynde beving blissed be Almyghty God make my testament
ard laste will in this manner of wise. Fearste I bequethe my
soule Lo Almyvahty God to ouwre lady savate Mary and to all the
holy company of heven, and my body to be buried in  the bodie
o+ the Churche of Chellil slde betore the | Crucitix  ther or
gllis 1in any other place or chuwoche to lie before the crucitix
whera god fortunsth me to dye vno LTltem v 2 quethe to the high
ault vis wiildid Ttem v bequethe to Sir Jobhn Bourter a violet
gowne fTurred with fichow and a pair of beeds of dete and
white aumber Item v begquethe to  John  Bonanter my brodre a
malbte of il and a cover wilth a pair of grete white aumber
beeds Item I beguethe to Margarelb Wespynton «ijs ii1idd or ellis
the valuz thereof Item [ bequethe to Dame Tomvsen Fercocyuale my
beste pair of shetis Item I bequeth to Johanne Mordin a violet
gowne in grayvne Srred  wibth menyver. Alson vy beqgquethe to
Maraery Dynham my beste longe towell of Draper worke Item I
begusathe to John Jetowr a basyvnne of warkis with a lavour Item
v beqgueth to mv casvnne Agnes Getowr a thick panne of laton
Tthem I begueths o Margaret Walus a plavne basyve of laton Item
I begusth to Maregaret Jetowr o or ellis the wvalue therof
forto helpe my sister Alice in her besynes. The residoe of all
my goods after my debtlte aiecd and my beguestis +fulfilled 1
begueth and give to Alrce my sishter whome v make and ordeyn my
erxecutrice to brymng me to erthe with a part thereof and the
overplus v give unto her Lo pray for my sowle And Y ordeyvne
and make overseer of this testament Sir John FPercivale KEnyghte
Un witness whreot were presente William Petteley, Stephen

Yy

Y

.’
4

4

Waleizs, and John Alexander with D'yvers other Yeuen the daie,

and yvere furte in this testament rehercid. Proved at Lambeth
24 January 1499 hy  Jobn Dynham and Alice s=sister of the
derceasead, and the =said Alice the edeculrix renouncing,
administration was granted to the said John Dynham of the City
ot London gentleman” (FCC 40 Horne)
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T the same vesr fle wazm appointed
amalned Lhere wntil 1514 (Rochester

Feter Greves |4
e o S an

.y

comie, and e

soarola .

John Williams 14 im 18320 This is the Rector
rmﬁntiﬁmmd in Alice Bray’ s focording to bthe " Will  of
William Fetley he combined farming with his ecclesiastical
duties (asee p.ld1).

Thomas Bacaon 1 : a Cambridge man having taken his
B.Adegres in L3L7 when he was ak Gonville Hall in  that
University, he proceeded to M.A. in 1521, and was subzequently
in 15584 granted Lhe degree of DD His first benefice was  that
of the rectory of Hockwold which he held from 1329 to 1339,
Heam sy made Rim one of his Chaplains and prezented him o
Chel : »oand altszo to Barrow in Suffolk  in 1559, to the
Yicarage of Moxne, and
Hi o we
Ganwille Hall,

e was bl ed : Id on January 3Srd 1553,
Farish Mag 182724 +From Ffachs communloated

chory of Brandon both in that County
1 1544 appointed Canon of Ely. He was also

Damberidas. Glthough holding so  many
L

3

roamzan 1n
Yernn) .

Tt owas during the incumbency of this Rector that the old
Meeypd salear an hhe paucis Lowas canmenced, and his burial 15
the +ourth entry in it. He was assessed as a contributaor to a
loan to Fing Heanry YIID in the vear 1542, The  entry being
"Thomas Bacon FPareon of Chellisfeld XX marc”. (Arch.Cant. XI.401

v

His curate Thomas Glavae in 15324 signed the declaration
of Renunciation of Fapal AGuthority, which set out  that "The
S1zhopn of Foms hathe o greasber durisdiction commi thed o im
by God in this realan of England thaon any other foreign bishop!
cant.Xait.d

William Gybbyns 1558 was presented to +the Rectory' by

Fobert Syles, Lthe bhenm Lord of the Manor, and was admibted to
the benefice on January the 20th of that vyear. Our Register
contains this entry "October & 15861 Sr.Williams Gybbyns parson
there 2 Jvlias Copde maryed'; and also entries of the baptism

and hur-ial of several of their children. He  was  bhuriead abk
Zhel 1eld on September 18th 1576,

n
i

1

i

George Smith 15376 was the Ffirst of three successive
Fectaors of th mame, b father, son and grandson. Mot only
werre they the retors of The paristiy but from o©old deeds and
other  documenis, they appear to have baen landowners,
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arbri trabors : o ard the general advisers i1n all
mat e of At the end of the entry i the Reqgister
Liam Gybbyns  the Following is

of the bur'«L of khe above Willis
writtern "cui in Rectoria sucesesit Geargico Smith Actim  MeoOxon

...... 0"

Collegii Socie 20 cetabtis a natis.... . HMe btook his 20 degree
at Owdord on February the 18th 1388-69, and wag elected a
Fizllow of ALl Souls Collsas in 1369, praue@ding to the degree
af M.~ on The May 1473 (Foster  Alumni Oronlienses) . Our
Feglester informs as Lhat on December L7th 1377 "George Smith
Fcolesix Rector duit  wiore Elizabetha Wrest Ancilla Dnoe
Walsingam London in Farochia cum Sancbtoruam in muro”. The  word
fancilla’ means a maild-servant, orf walting-woman: but it might
1ly bhe translated & companion. Whatever is  the true
of the word; this kind of marriage was nol uncommon in
avs. e : o the Manor of Cha2lstield some
prewvious o thi e This Rector was bhuwied in the
Chancel o Plaw 25 The tomb of the Smiths is on  Lhe
south side, and the Rev.H.EB. Barnes in the Farish Magarine for
Fhe waar 1895 states that 1t 15 a bad copy of Roberlt de Brun’'s
tombh on the other side. He at +irst thought that it was an old
one, which the family had appropriated; bot ot
Fetorm Lon: as by ins ing 1t they had destro
i the south wall, of which he found some  hopels
past restoration.

he po

the piscina
Tragmenhts

In addition to the Glebe George Smith owned other
proper-ty consisting of a house  and orchard  in Chelstisld
Street; and land near Maypole which 1s rnow represented by
Mowunt Hall.

George Smith 1424
probabily born Chol ef
October L2tk 1578, He
Trusteas of Collsts Char i

=0on of the above, and was
as  he was baptired here on
of the original, or first
heing namaed in the deed of qgift.
It 1is stated in the Roches cords that he held the living
o asfard from hhe v -9 o that or 1é&4é6: and Freebend
=ter From 1613 to 1864850 He died at Chelsfield in 1646,
the +011Dwing being the record of his burial in the Fegister.

fas
~

"Mart 19 Georgius Smith Rector de Chelsfield una ne
capella de Farnborow eide annera obut decimo nono die
Marty et sepultus est vicesimo tertic die eius—dem
Mensis, cul in rech ta sucessit Beorgius Smith filius
ejus Artium Mr.Cantalb Auloe St.Catherinece triginti ccto
anmos natus'.

A
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o ancdson, tively

a Master
Rectory

orded in bhe

SR AT e
ine Hall, Cambridge
Fhoand bhuarial ls thus

for Four

el sters

pa)

hY

"1HE0 Julv - Georgius Smith Fertius Rector de-
Che et Farnborough obutt vicesimo July et
zpultus vicesemo - tertio eiuvsdem mensis'.

The itnscription
The writer of the
translation, sind

very quaint, being written in lakin.
2 notes has had some trouble in getting a
at this pariod (16351) the people wrriting
inscriptions tried Lo be epigramatic and clever; with
2l thabt their work 13 axtremely difficult to conshtrues
Buk the following has 1 clorne by a distinguished antiquary.

MM M CET LM
i Marble, but a triple monument nor
o bhas uanited 1n this grave being
M 1N name

Fapeal in gffilce

Aand most closely uwnidted in blood
one, [ have satd all for here lie
Smith the first, the second, the thierd.
e ot bhie Chos gl andd
Fectors without interruption of thislchurchlod Chelsfield
O that sachlurmdmay aver hold persons suoch as thes

Lo styrangsrs
=hal Ll wow wondor

I zen

4 L shall =
Gaorge
ard Foe 1
alld

2 (xho
are not only buried!nor may the threefold union of priestly

names fall when theselwallsrtall.

Here bthaey have laid a sanctuary oy life and death having
hare eqgual ly pertformed their duty and paid their last duejg El
conjunction aF oL roums ; and fate s=o great as not  to  be
mat with elae I is wont Lo i the «close
i ot ons of humani Ly. ‘ ane LN has joilned =0 many
Coagebher whom (that e z=on and grandson Georges? Lhe
grandfather George receives into hig bosom, that which living
e in hi ' ime had given, being dead he himself receilves

. of the grandfather embrace those of his

sy

in death. The ashes
descendants, and his dust the dust of his own. Acknowl edge
also here the even hand of death, who joined together those
who in death became again related, and did not associate  them
together imn one mammer only bul also made them one, in this
way made more olosely related bthean throogh their mother, for
where they were thres separate members in the womb, now having
come one ash, thoy rest peracefully together till the Right
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Hand which browobhs Gheeee oot of fthe bhreast of natwe, and has
Badden it aogain, shall betors long call it forth agaln  and
gathaetr togethsr the ashe which  have besn mixed up, and
translate them, having beocome more preciouws to Him, as having
bhesn made aorae oy ful af immorbality, into the glorilious

bozom of the Eternal Trinibty.
Id

jo

Yt ity

Ganroagese Smith
George Smith
Gereargm Smd h

nd ¥ L1&2ET L
ey died (March 12th> AD {16463 aged {69
Zrd TJuly 20th 2 T1&ES05 LR
{Davghter in Law of the lst Erected
Maria Smith of George Smith DWife of the Znd
Mother of the Zrd
and Cthis Monument]
Dorcas Smith of Georges Smith,Wide of the Zrd

Tfrom a Daughber June 1&31
In {memory of the D 1 Ufrom a wite
o : cof Affection (from a Mother

Robert Milles i&6590--14%2 Mr.lFielding in his Rochester
Fecards ail 5 bhe mame s Fobert Miller, which must be a
printers error, as there are entries in the Register signed
"Fobert Milles'". Has=ted sl b “"that bty wvirtue of the
Commission of Enguiry into the value of Church livings", dated
Loh0, dssuwing owt of the Cow 'l of Chancery, it was retuwned
that Chelsfield "was a parsonace, having about 50 acres of
glebe land, and was worhth in &l kb abhout £850 per annums; ore
Master Mills enioving it by gift  from  the heirs of Master
e, This rlasher L the Lord of the Manor of Chelsfield.
tor we zaion of Chelsfield during the troubled
of the Domnonwealibhy and according to  Lhe Register he
e bto ha : 2 hiimzeld to the times. This is
flp= L B ciing who save that he was pul into the
ment; arnd  that he read the Declaration.
Frobalbaly e was pnted by Master lLee, and approved by lLhe
Frarliament. A4 the Restoration an Act of Farliament was
passad 1in 14 Charles 1[0 relgns: entilled "N Act  for  the
Uniformity of Fublic Frayers and Administraetion of Sacraments
and obkher Hihes and Ceremnnies, and for establishing the form
of making, ordaining, and consecrating Bishops, PFriests, and,
Deacon=s in the Church of England”. By this Act it was directed
that all ministers enioving any ecclesiastical benefice shouwld
publicly declare  Lhoeir : and aporoval ot everything
contained in 1ty By before their congregation a
certain formula to that on some Lords day hefore the

This R

Eine

Al
art L

livimg by 1




ETTELLL MG (miahts  Hist. Eng. l1C(
the Declaration 3 vy Master
Flhiw part he had  playve during  this
rilzed under the heading of Chelstield
: . p.?r. He died in the year 1692, and his
was buried Here omn August 1&65th 1687,

Pt
il les,
perilod,
i thesea

wi e

Michael Fetty 1&%%2. The Records of Rochester gives the
Prattys but both the Register,Cow bt Rolls, and

to be FPetty.His burial took place at Chelstield

o~

2w hqul

¢
on o June 5) 0, and he was buried on the soubth side of  fhe
Charmcel within the @ltar rails. He was 84 yearz o+ age, and
fracd held the living for the long period of firfky nine years.

was the son of Adolphus Meetkirioe
rbation bto this  liwving  fram Thomas
oy of Chelestireld. Adolphus Meethirke
of Julians, Fushden in
Fiirey armcd the t;:rrmg lived there. Charles was
17700 . itculated  abt Triniky College,
3t the age of sixteen, taking his BCOL  degree
i Lituted to the Vicarage of Firton
te ot Lincoln, and resigned
;M LOF Herts - Foskers
Febraary L7774,

Charles Meetkirke 17751
whio bought the rext press
Forton the Lord of the
had married Foaoelope
Hart fords
oen 1n
Chedord,
1in 4
i Hﬂri‘ Tords 11’ (=)
that Liwvi
AL Lumi

Yo He died on tihe

John Sandford D.D. 1774 was the first FReclor prezented
tioy Chelsfield by ALL Sowuls Col lege. He was bthe son of Robert
Sandtord Esguire of Stratton in Glocestershire.MHe matricul ated
at Drial College, Oxfaord, on Fabruary 27th 1741-4%2 at the age
of eighteen. He took his BA degree in 174%, and his MA from
ALl Louls Coll 16 : The degree of BD in 17346, and that
of DD oin 1764 (Fosters Alumnd Oxonienses). He was a Fellow of
ALl e He o died in L7380, and was buwised here on July 23Erd.
There i1z a Momament Lo hios, and to his wife Martha who died in
on Ehe northe owall ot hhe Chancel. Dr.Sandford  was  a
ree of the Peace for the County of blowcestershire.

u

Ui

John Long DD 1781 was the son of Richard Long of FRood
Ashion, Wiltshire Esguire. He matriculated ak Magdalen
College, Oxford, On October 11th 1748 at the age of seventeen.
He toolk his BA degree in L70E, and was elected a Fellow aof ALl
Souls in the ssame vear. In 1756 he proceeded to the MO degree
ER i 1744, DD in 17&8, and was Froctor in 174583, He was Rechbor
of Freshford in Somersetshire from 175 to 1781 ; Vicar  of
Whaddon, Wiltshire from 1770-1781. He came hers in 17891, and
remalned wntil his death on the 17th October 1793,




was the second son
o Emry4on of Fowesy, den  St.Mellion, in
Cornwall: he Lo and baptized at  Fowey 1n 17435, His
tather teter vion was the son of Jobn Goodall, and Mariorie
the daughter and heiress : Major; hence the name of
Feter. John boor the =son of William (Goodall and
Fdizabeth the ) of Sir John Coryton who died in
16200 fhus Peter Corvion was originally Felter Goodall, and  he
took the name of Joryton pursuant to the Will of Sir William
Corviton, Bart., who died in 1711, Our Rector wazs never marvied,
and was buried heres on March 23r-d 1817. He matriculated from
University Collage, Usdord in 51, and  took the following
QLQVF in 17&&, MA in 1770, BD in 1777, and DD in 1781,
Hea a Fellow of A Soal sa Hechar of St.Dunstan in  the
- :k. London, from 17 to 1817:; and Frebend of Feterborough
Freom L7 o 1317 Fosters Alumny Ouonienses). His portralit by
ermart 1E in the Billiard-—room at Fentillic Castle
(communieabzd by bs b

Y
ol
=3

Edward Williams 1321 the zon of Edward Williams of
Eatorn, YBalop. He matriculated from Pembroke Uollsge, Duaford,in
Lthe yvesr 1779 at the age of veritesn. He tool the Degree of
By i L7800 and bhat ot Ma in l ]

"B, He was  oa Fellow  of Al
Sowlz= until Ih.d; and was FPerpetual Curate of Battlefield and
WEFington in Shropshicre n 17846 (Fosters alumni Oxonienses).

Spencer Rodney 18330 only Rector for  a wvery short
Lime. We believe that he was the Jrd zon of George the <second
Lord Rodnev., and eventuallyv succeeded his  brothers in the
title as the Stk Baron. e matriculated  from Cheist Chuechy,
Oxford, in at the @ of seventeen:; taking his BA in 1807
and MA in fellow of ALL Souls from [S0O7 to 1844
ard Lodges = Lhat he was VYicar of Elmley in  Hent
in LEI8. He died unmarried o 13245,

180E

John Edward Tarleton D.C.L. 1834, The son  of  Thomas
Tarleton of Bolesworth © e in Cheshire. The Tarletons were
an  ancient  family descended From Walter de Tarleton of
ter 1n the ki me Qo fHearyiy Frls and they were long
connected with Liverpool {Omerods Hist.of Cheshire). O
Fector was horn on August Lasth 178%: he was educated at Eton,

from whence he matricul ated at Erasenose College 1N 180235

taking his B degrees in L2045, that ot RCL in L8309, and DEL in
1814, He was a Fellow of ALl Souls from 1809 to 131b (Fozters
Alumnit onienses) . He disd at Chelstield on January Lé 1849,
beirng found dead in his chaly, with his spectacles on, and a
newsnapes 1n his hand. He v huw-ied in our Chuwrchyard.




Folliott PBaugh the last Rector ot the combined

5 ooF Dhelsfield and Farnborowgh, the latter parish being
£ parate living during his incumbency. He was  the =zon
af the Rav.ballker Baugh ot Clapham in Suwrey, being educated
at the Chartorbouse, from whence he matriculated at Exeter
College in 1824 at the age of seventeen. He was a =t Cla=ss
1 e 2, taking ho BA degres in 1831, and MA from ALl Souls
College 1in fG (Foshers Alumni Oxon) o Duwring the time he was
Rector the Churoch was restored, and the Schools in the Village
rebuilt. He married at Chelstield in 186% Anne Hall the eldest
daughter of William Waring of Woodlands. Soon after the death
of his widte in EBS he restgned these living, and went to live
in  London, where he died 1in 1889, but was buried at
Chelsfield., Ha was ordained Deacon in 18731, Friest in 1832,
and elected a Fellow of ALl Souwls in 1831, which fellowship he
: 5 chee al the Charterhouse from 1844

Freld until 18300 He
to i ' ime Miocar of Iltord.

b, A

Qe

1t

wae the third | son of Charles
sloshi e, He2 matyricul at
alt the

i 18

el al Corpus
e of sevenltesn: he was a
2 1t y Lalking : BA degree in
He was & Fellow of 411 Zouls from 1858
of Schools from 1EBS0 to 18673 a Public
ers Alumnit Oxonienses). He was  sub—
Librarian of the Bodlelan Library trom 18467 to 18775 Fector of
Harrietsham, Fent from 1879 Lo 1 3. Upon  leaving Chelsfield
in her became Rector of Harpsden, near Henley on Thames.
It during his incumbency that the old Rectory, now known
as Lhelstield Houss, was  sold  to Edward Morman, and  the
present one ballt on the glebe next  the =schools. ALl Souls
Chiapal B ! was alsc buillt during the time he was

=t1 Coll
Scholzor of th
18534, and MY In
to 18758 an In
examiner in 18

S
v

Ve
7w

-y

Henry Broughton Barnes 18%32. The son of Edgar Broughtaon
(WEA ] noutiy, #a  Chaplain in  fthe FRoval Mavy . He
matriculated at St.Edowand Hall in 1871 at the age of nineteen.
He was a Bibhle Clerk atbt A1l Souls College in 1872, and took
Ris RO degrese  in 187%. (Fostere Alumni. Oxonienses) . EBeing
ordained Deacon in 18735, and Priest in 1874, he was Curate of
Chrizt Church Albany Street from 1872 to 1877 and of All
Gouls, Lesds Yrom 1877 to =
3

9

from 1881 to 1892, In 1 he exchanged livings with the
Rev.J.J.Baddeley, (resigned Dec 21 1919), the latter coming
to Chels+tield, and the former goling to Toppersfield, near
Hal=ztead in Ezsew. The Rev.oH.B.Barnes left lToppersfield in

L2004 for the Yicarage of @t.John Clapham.

Bertram Farsons appointed 1920 resigned 1938,

1881; Vicar of Great | Il$ord, =nex
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The Curates of Chelstfield

was  curate to the Rector Thomas

! of Fapal Authaority as
alreasdy stated in the desc rlptlﬁn of that Rector (see p.&8).
e appears to have wiltneszsszed sevaral M1J.ﬁ mada by Chelsfield
people during his tenwre of D++1ce.(ﬁrch Cant . XX11.299). -

Bacon, ha& sidgng thw

Raff Dawell 1353 wasz Luwrate of Chelsfield when the
Inventory ot Farish Goods taken in Y1 Edward Y1 as already
mentioned in these notes pa.d4=)

William Green 17&2 Signed the Marriage Register as
Citrrabe in this wear; possibly he wase the same William Green as
was YMicar of Bexley from 1770 to 1808 (see Rochester Recordes).

Thomas Browne 1746% to 17732, He was also at one time
Cwrats of Codhvam, and probably Cwate of Downe from L778-1788.

Henry Pratt 1772 to 1778, He was the son of John Fratt
af Tughi bl i the County of Shadiord, i e matricul ated
from University Zollege 1 1747 at the F o seventeen. He2
Ltook his k¢ 21 I,ql arcl S 1n - (Fosters Alumni
O oniense A 1T7VE he o ow apooloted Ulcar ot  Orpington  and
Bh.Mary Urav. He died in | Doal the age of 7.2, and was buried
at North Cray (Rochester hecurd%).

-

Robert Jegon 1782-17%7

John Pratt 1i800-1807%
Heanryw Frabt,
matricul ated

Fossibly the son  of the above
fhw son of ane Henry  Fratt. He
v College in the vear 1770 at the
age of sy i Ba degree in L79%4, and MA  in
17597, He was chor o Sel des—-combe, Sunser, 1M 13075, and
remailried Lheve untbil his death in 1881 (Fosters Alumni Qhon).

John Bull 1800-180C
D Belfour 1309

Henry Booth Hibbert 1211 to 1817 was the son  of Eoath
Hibbhart of Bromley, Hent; he matriculated from Gueens College,
Oxford in 1801 at the age of eighteen, taking hiz BA degree in
L1205, and Ma i 1807 (Foshters Aluoni Oxonienses).

e
L

James Williams 181718 wazs atterwards Minister of St.

Arnne Limehouse.



= fram the Register to haye been  in
1ok e chzbalyer 1833575 to  dMMovember 18z4.,
' Ens o, =ince far many veasars he had
Mol tiams, and prnh\b[w was a
from the fact that one of Mr-.Hilliam’'s
baptized with tha rname of Cowvey.

Edward Covey AP0 6
charge aof the
Froabably he
dore chalsy
per=onnal |

chilorem s
r

William Willox Feete
oF Dar bty ard guire. He
there in 121% he age
1819, and that of HMA 1mn 1

-1 829 the son of William Feete
Wadham College, xford, going
ixbesn. He took his BA degree  in
' ioAluamni Dxonianses) .

Charles William Holbeck 1841-184%Y the second son  of
Hal bes of  Farnborowah in  the County of Warwick
educate at  Eton, and metriculated from
i LEEE of eightesn. Talking his BA
and Faoin 1841, He was a Justice of the Feace
ey an hmmur: Lanon of Horcesters Archdeacon
=gl Yicar  of ~riborough from (Fosters

at

H.B.Jones 1842~ 134%.
George F.Turner 1834751844,
D.H.MacLachlan LEAEL- 1347,
F.Tufnell 1348,
William Dowding 1€

James FKirkpatrick 10 " In signing the Regiceter
during these vears, he EU"H*Tmﬁ added the word crrate . He
was a marn with a privafp tortune, and did not reside in  the
pari=sh, but lived at "HMolvdale 1in the parish of

zhon.

Adam Stephenson Gordan 1854
oF fclam hurdon o Uhrar ] Lo mear 2l ackhealths e matricoula
from Oriel O . Oxford i 1 »oat the age of eighteen.
Fakioa fhe +mllmw Mg e , B& i 1834, and Maoin L In
186% he married Mifs Julia Baughy, a sister of his hpctor.
ATt his mareiage he settled abt  Cannes, and was Assistant

of St.FPauls at that place from 1874 to 1904, He died at

For i
Elackheath in 19212,

fo 1846% was the fouwrth S0n

Thomas Crossley |

George Hrown 1880~ 13
to Chelestfield.

Curate of Shoreham before coming
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William Eastwick Cotes
mmariue!

S—188n. e
~¢dad ned W]

W a  Mé& of

AC O 10 and
: g Dhelstreld he was Vicar  of
Nlre from LESE o 183%0, arid =ince then
Bapt . Great Marlborowgh 8

oAby ol

the

Alfred Norris Cope 5., arn M of St.dokns College,
ambrivdae. Drdairnsd Deacon 1EYE, and Priest 1879, n 1825 he
as appeinted Vicar of Do

mington in Herefordshire.

William Henry Addison 188&-1887. MA of Corpus Christi
Collegs, Cambridogs. Drdained Deacon 1884, and Priest in 1889,

Robert Reece Farrant 1
Farrant at ]
L.

8551888, eldest son of Robert
andudno, Carnarvonshire. He matricolated from. Mew
oo, 1m0 1879 L Lthe age of nineteen. He took his

) . and ME in 1884 (Fosters Oalu.0x.)  He was
acort i 1884, and Friest in 18860 In Rk e was
appointed Yicar of Welland in Morcsstershive, where  he died
Jume 7l 1918 aonscd 54,

CHE i rwe«c1 D

Harold Robert Fowell Pow=11 18891821, an MA of Durham.
(Jrdainod e - .

ancl

rthur Octavius Scutt 1EY0-18%2, an MAa of St.John’'s
Cambridoe. Urdained Deacon @820, and Priest 1891. In
1708 he was appointed Yicar of fppledore with Ebonmy in Eent.

George Herbert Webb 18%2-1%01, an MA of Corpus Christi
College, Cambridgs. Ordained Deacon in 1E278, and  Friest  in

189%. He was ardained at Chelsfield.

E.J.Howell 1901,

Louis Nixon
Urdainaed Deacon
Hennington in ks
London and Tower

of University Collage, Durtam.

{ e was Rector of

Chaplain of the
107, !

Daniel Davies 19041707 was a Clergyman in Camnada and
the United States from 1891 to 12040 Me has been the Rector of
Stantield in Mortoll since 1909,

Arthur Reginald Parson 1907-150%. Ordained Deacorn 1in
L2004, and Friest in 1505,

e, Arthur St ddart Bousf1e1d 1920919217, Ordained Deacon in
1897, and Friest 1o 1BYE.

Leofric Octavius Brandon Cutler 1913 - is a BA  of the
FRoval lniversity of Ilreland. hrdained Deacon in 18398, and
Lo 18%Y.
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The Churchwardens of Chelstield

fore giwving a list of the Chwaohwardens o UCheletield
o fFar as it 15 obtainable, we propose to give a short account
of thelr dubiss in davs gone Dy, 0 ditfarent to bthose ot the
present time. '

GHenaerally there are two Chuwrchwardens in every parish and
By custom, the one is nominabted by the Minister, and the other
elected by the parishioners. Formerly every Churchwarden was
an Overses=r- of Che Foor, althowgh every  Overseesr was nok a
Chwchwarden. When elected he was bouwnd to serve; but Feers of
Lhe Realm, Cleravoen, Membeers= of Pacliament, Lawvers, Doctors,
Disgenting Teachers=, Prosecutors of  Felons, and Militiamen
wiar e axempt Firon the offiooy and no person Living ot of the
parish, although he occupted land within the parish, could be
chosen, be

avee he could not take nobtice of absencese from
Chwrahy, nor disorders in it

heir duties were many and wvariouws. They had to see  thalb
the Chuaroch wove i1 and repaired. Most of the
L oh ormamean cushody and charge. ey had to
provide at the : parish & large bible, a  book of
CONMEN prayarr, by A font of st a decent
communlion table wibth proper 15 the ten commandments
sal up at bthe east end, a reading desk and pulpit, a chest for
alms: and they had certain official property 1N the organ,
bhells, varish books, chaliocs, and swrplice as representing the
parish. They had to provide a box wherein to  keep the
fFagister, wibh three locks  and  keys, two to be  kept by
themselves, and one by the Minlister. Thev were ordered every
Surday Lo see thal bthe Mindster had enhered in the Register
all Chris vinos, Weddinoes and Buarials that had taken place
the weal sl :

weEr e Wl

HEr e Ln

2. ey had ko

rve whether the parson read
Mime Grbiocles Lwl , and the Canomns once 1ip  the
WA e preacived every Bunday good docteine, read the
Commaon 2 once & moan b celebrated Lthe Sacraments,
preached 1 his Qo visllted the sick, catechizaed Lhe
children and married according to law. It was their duty to
see that parishioners wenl to Chweeh, and in case of nenlect

lad to levy a forteituwre of 132d a Sunday on the goodz of the

They had to collasch charity money
their duty to keep the keys of
ce oz Bhat the  bells  were nol mang

perzons neglecting Lo do

on Briefs (= pre Loy L T e

e Ly and ko b

3

without proper cause: and to prevent feasts, banguelts, suppers
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ancd  other o 7 _
chur oty e and maot o allow
i bhie Charchyvarod s o Shaar obh

Ser v ce,

& i kept 1 bler Churoch o
idle persons to abilde either

voduring bthe Dime of Divine

The consent of the Cluuchwardenszs was requirad for burying

@ opevaon in oa difrerent parish from that in which e had died;

arnd they had Lo see that persons who murdered  themnselves, or

dimd excommunicated were denied Christiam buweial, and  nabk

buried in the Chuwrchyard., It was theilr daty to leww penalties

On PErsans exercising theiv worldly calling on the lords  day,
|

arnd to @ edoommuri catad out of the Church.

L

1Y

Choyrchwardens with the consent of bwo Justices could bind
out children of the poor Lo be apprentices, esven to  the sea
sarcy i ce, o Lo chiimngey pers, provided in the  lathter  case
that the child v at 1 : Loht years of age. They had tao

preow e For bhe iy e bailn has

tar ol

Tt wmas their ooty to  apprehend  haskerrs, and pedlars
Lrading wilthoob a ' arcl ko o provide  chests  wherein  to
loock up th coutrements of the Militia.

The Uk che s
1L e
pirivate s
persons
WU (e?

1 to |l Qe penal biles
for  atltending  any - enticle or
Lgion whers there waere five or mor 2
COrn, butter, and cheese by

packeds; for derunkeness  and
ish or fast 5 for tracing

§ +
ey ar +
Lippling; {for eating
haras 1 the anoa, and Far

i

offences against the game

Lawss  and
Blson far

o RESINY g 1o
Dictioarrary,

indulaging tn unlawful pastimes on the Lords dav.
[ s vanhs, Labourers, apprantices,
pubrl io-houses. (See Jacobs Law

Tt will be =zesn Lhab the office of Churchwarden  was  no
sinecure L alden davss bub probably they were bHub %Elddm, i+
ever, called upon Lo perform many of  the above duties. The
Chuorchwardens of the pre 2t time2 perftorm bul a +ew  of them,
and  confine  their  attenticon  to strictly ecclesiastical

Trailrs, and nob to oany of bthem.
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(e

Har s
Flarra
Hari i
Harr i
Har iz
Fichard CLark™®
Richard Clarl:®e
Frichard D1ark=e

Fobert Crawford«e
Fobert Trawford4®

Wi lliamnm Stows e
George Fhillipse™7%

0

William Stow™®
William Stow™e®

G.W.Fhillips=7
G.W.Fhillips™ ™

o T i el il
f i3 " | ~ by

1844
183050

1854

183473

L84

Henr:y
Heary sy
Thoma
Thoma
Rober
Samuie
Willa
i L) d

Stiles
Stiles

= Waringe®
= Waringe®
T Crawfordee

Lo Brookeyr

am Waringe*

am PMorgane®

G.W.Fhillips™=*¥
William Wynnst

G.W.Fhillips™®"
G.W.Fhillips™=Y
G.W.Fhillips®?
G.W.Fhillips™"
B.W.Fhillips™>"

12858 o 1883
18&4 to
1971

Jnrse
Jny s
Jnr—a(a
Jnyrae

William Morgan®™
Hemnry G.M.Harrizss”

George Fhillips
Gebrge Fhillips
George Phillips
George Fhillips
FolWoBrind*™
F ol Brind®™
F.W.Brind=+™*

1870

1878

18680

Rtz

Thomas
Thomas
Kobert

FMorgan+®

Morgana®

e nokar =

Thomas Springett Jnrss

fhomas Springett Jnr®?t
Edward bMNorman®#
Eclward MNormanT=
Edward NormanS=
Fdward MNormanS=
Frward Morman™=
Edward Norman™=
Edward Norman®=
Eohward porman™=

L8920
1891

F.W.Brind=*
CFLoWL Brindgs®
Alexander Miller
William Hughes™4
J.L.Enight Bruce®®
George E.Asprey™®
W. J.Brown®?”
W.J.Brown =7
George U=good™e®
George (Ozgood™®

Lae2

1892% ta 1897
1828
1899
1900 to
L9204 to
19207

Hal lett®™=

LS00
1906

1208 to Edward Norman®=

[~

1. Churchwarden when Inventory of Church Goods made in 1552.

a Richard Brasier was the owner of Fax,Bucks Cross Cottages,
and what is now the Woodlands Laundry, also of Rough
gardens by the wells on Wellhills; He ‘was buried at
Chelsfield on Sept 23rd 1371,

I James Stile owned l.each—-croft,a house and property
stood on south part of Buckse Cross Orchard, and
Field.

which
Carters
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William Barton 1ived at Fairtrough, being the owner.

Hilliam Smale lived in the par: all hi liie being both
apti 1 ared bhuoriled here gister gives his  age  as
70

e
William Brasver, son o above Richard Yrasier -~  he
suconeded to Rouah Gardens — buried at Chelsfield 14619,
Richard Frvth was the tenant of Cackets - buried here 1620.
John Wakelen, =on of William Hakelen of Covecroft. He sold
hie share of this property to his brother Thomas.

Fobert allen lived at, and owned, Washne
John Derling married twice alk Chelsfield
(LY Anne Mrasiler (2 Alice French
George Fratt was baptized and buried at Chelsfield. He
and his family for many aeneraltions held land close to
the "Bulls HMead ' at Fratts REottom, probably this 1is the
origin of the name of this hamlebt.

Johln Allen and HMicholas Mace were  both l andowners, but
Che names of Lheir progperties are nob given in the Court
) Ls. Micholas Mace was the tenant of "Walnuttrees”’ at
the foot of Wallhill, and he afterwardzs owned part of i1t.
Abraham Dalton was the owner, in right of hig wife, of a
moioky of bhwo houses and an Orechard at Oraes

Thomas Wakelen was the owner of "Cox Crodt .

Fobeaert Weig

was tlie tenant of Hewetbs.
John Bras was the owner of Fax Farm. :
Frrancls ; : sucoended  LThe  above William Brasyer
(1615 in BFeough Gardens.

Robert Allen owred, and lived at Mashrneys.

John Allen was probably of MWashnevs.

James Styvle was bthe owner of Lillies.

William Child was the tenant of the Cow it lLedge farm, and
he was alza the part owner OFf a house at Greenstreet Green.
Andrew Batls s the owner of Simons Hawe.

Thomas Judd s owner of Llbillies.

Thomas Skegc Morrstead (see p.d40).,

Thomas ki & : bhe owner of Walnuttrees:

the house is now pulled down (see p.l02).

William Chapman possessed and lived atb Mount Hall.
James Ayvnscomb ' s wife Mary atter this date owned
Gaddington & Lillies.

James Ebbutt was a landowner near Goddington, and at
Greenstreaet Green, his house was named "Andrews’ .

Joseph Osborne lived st Rishmore Hill.,

Edward Everest was tenant of Chelsfield Hall farms; and
owned a House at Grenstreet Oreen: and alzo was the owner
o+ the Shop in the Yillage, formerly an Inn called "The
Eleven Cricketters .

James Graves was the tensant of Gilman Brimstone Farm.
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Jotbiry Ful Ler of Ha ; muesh oD by i bhe
pariah. His daughter 5 Foomarried Thomas Waring.

Jolkr : m bemant ot “The  Porcupineg ” Inn, and 1 and
near 1t, at Sachmore HLLL.

iMomaz Fhillips was tenant  of  PMNMorstead, and owner of
“Shots farm’.

James Harris was the owner of Goddington and LLillies.
William Stow was the Lenant of Chelsfield Hall Farm.
George Fhillips was the ternant of MNMorstead, and owner of
‘Sholts  Farm.

Richard Clark kept the Yillage Shop, formerly "The Eleven

Crickettboars

George Walker Fhillips was tenant of Norstead, and owner
af "Shots farm’.

Fobert Crawford of the Court Lodge. lLLord af the Manor of
Chalsfiald.

larimg of Ha

wtte — afterwards Lord of the Manor
1.

deldr died at TWoodlands o din L
Erooker was tenant of Lillies.

Milliam Waring son ot Thomaz  Waring - he lived at
Woodlands T, and was Lord of the Manors of Chelsfield and

i the House opposite Ferberry
of land near "Black Bush'.
5 the son of George Waker FPhillips,
ot Hewel

1o anc s 20
o Fhillips Jne
: and [Tz X
Herry G ML Har e of Goddington.
Fhomas Morogan was bthe tenant of Osbornes; and for  many
YERArS WAS A MEesSenoeE in the Frobate and Divorce Court.
Freaedarick Willliam rind was the tenant of The Couw-t Lodge
House.
Fobert Brooker at one time the Village Schoolmazter, and
atterwards FPostmaster and Parish Clerk. He died in 1383924,
Thomas Springett Joor. was & Baker in the Village.
Eohaard Morman the vounoaes ot of bBaeorge Warde Norman  of
TThe Fookers  ,Bromblsy Comman. He bought the old Rectory
Flowse and renamed 1t "Chelstield House . ‘
Alexander Miller Hallett bthe owner of Goddington.
Wi lliam Huhes was Lhe Agenlt to Lord Derby and lived at
Mor e acl .
J.l.Enight Bruce was the tenant of the ‘Fred Lodge’ at
Goddinglon.,
E.fdsprey was the tenant of the Court Lodge House.
Brown a olerk in f
Georags Usgood, a coach-buillder at Fratts

Eottom.

William Chapmar. lsnant bo FoGooday & of Leach Croft (1&672).

0]
o

Yor T s Brewery, lived at Sreenstreet Green.

James Haragraves kept the Forcupine Inn on Richmore Hill (1778).



Parish Clerks of Chelsfield

Farish clerks in olden days were Clerks 1in Orders, and
they had to officiate at the Altar, in return for which thevy
received offerings. In later times they were laymen, and had
fees on Christenings, Marriages, Burials etc, besides wages.
I+ a Clertt 1z read in during Service, his office 1is a
freehold. They had to be twenty years of age at least, and
Enown to be of haonest conversation, sufficient For their
reading, singing etc. Their business consisted chiefly in
making responsgs to the Minister, reading leszons, =singing
psalms, and in some Churches they gave out notices during the
Service (Jacobs Law Dict.).

It is impossible to give a complete list of the Farish
Clerks of Chelsfield; but in the old Registers and the few
remaining parish books, the names given below are to be found.
The salary of the office in 1743 was £2.10.0 per annum, and in
1822 it had risen to £7.

Thomas Wakelen was buried here on Qctober 16 15462, The
Register irecording that he was "ye parish Clerke". The
Wakelens were a wvery old Chelsfield family, and probably
Thomas was the owner of Cox Croft, and lived there.

John Sadler the parish Clerk was buried here on 20 June
1625, He married at Chelsfield in 1610 Alice the daughter of
Robert Chapman, belonging to a family that were resident in
thi= parish for at least two hundred vears.

Thomas Know was appointed Clerk in 1743, and held the
office for over sixty vyears. He was a tenant farmer,
cultivating a part of the Court Lodge estate, which now forms
a portion of Hewetts farm. Among other occupations of the Enow
family was that of Collectors of Quit-rents for the Manor of
Chelsfield. Thomas was buried at Chelsfield on dApril 26 1812,
at the age of 20 years.

Charles Rawlings appears from ow marriage regicster to
have acted as Clerlk during the latter vears of the 1life of
Thomas kKnow, and up to the time when he, Charles, died in
18407, and is buried here.
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John Brooks was appointed in 1807, and was probably the
third =on of Thomasz Brook=s of Riddenshaw; the old hou=ze lately
pulled down, close to the "White Hart’® Inn at Bo-peep. He was
buried at Chelsfield in 1844, aged &9.

Philip Brooks was appointed in 18432, being the son of

the above John Brooks. In 1844 he was the tenant of ‘Ozbornes”’

the Trustees letting it to him at a rent of £15 per annum upon
the condition that he maintained his mother.

Edward Oliver appcinted Clerk in 1852, held the post
for a very short time. He was also VYillage Schoolmaster.

George Brooks waz the son of the above Jeohn Brocks and
was the last of the old-world Farish Clerks. The inscriptian
on his grave stone statez that he was "For 30 years Clerk of
thiz Farish. He died Nov 18 1884. Aged 287 Years". He lived at
Sluts Hole, and appears to have resided in Chelsfield the
whole of his life, having been baptised in ow Church on Jan

23 1801.

Robert Brooker was the zon of Thomas Brooker, the Land-
lord of the "Five Rells’ Inn. At variowus times he was the
Schocolmaster at ow Village School, Fostmaster,.and a Chuwch-
warden. He died on June 21 1894 at the age of &8 vears.

Arthur Thomas Verrells the son of Thomaz Verrells the
Harness maker in the Village:; he wazs appointed Clerk upon the
resignatiocn of Robert Brookear. He held the office exactly
twenty vear=s, resigning upon leaving the parish to take up a
busine=s=s az Harness—-maker at Fembury.

Bertha Verrells



Education & Schoocls

The first mention of a School at Chelsfield iz to be
found in Cox’'s Magna Britamnia published in the year 1720
which contains the following. "Chel=field where there is a
small School for poor children'. Fossibly thiz school waz held
in the Houses formerly known as FHidders, and which iz now the
‘Woodl ands ® laundry. The upper room in this house runs  the
whole length of the building, and has been known as the school-
room. 0ld inhabitants in years gone by have stated that they
went to schocl in this room in their youth.

We have been unable to find any other reference to a
Schiool before 1823, in which year this entry appears in an. old
family account book "Fd Mr.William= towards building Chelsfield
Scheool £35Y. Mr.Williams was the then Rector of the parish.
This =chool was carried on by one Edward Brooks, who appears
to have been paid by fees; for in the same account book are to
be found the feollowing item=z, amd several others of a similar
linmd.

"Fd Edward Brooks for G.PDunmall 8 weeks to this day Zs 0d
pd do for Ricd % Fhilip Whitelead 10 wesaks to this day 3=z 0d
do for a writing bochk G=orge Dunmall 7

In 1829 Edwar Brooks waz sucrcesded at  the School by
Thomas Colebown, who is =still remembered by & Ffew 1in  the
parizsh. In 1835 and following vears, and probably even sarlier

the school was supported by esubscription in addition to the fess.

n

The School built about the year 1827% became unsuitable
for the reguirements of the times, and waz demolished in 1844,
when the present one was built wpon the old site, the cost
being met by voluntary contributions.

In 1834 the bulk of the cost of keeping up the Voluntary
Scheool had fallen upon the pockests of =ome two or three pesople,
and they declining to continue this liability, & woeeting aof
ratepavers was held to consider the pozition of affairs. It
was decided that the formaticon of a School RBoard was the only
way out of the difficulty. Accordingly a PBoard was formed,
which met for the firzgt time on July Zlst of the above year.



Soon after the advernt of a Schonl Ecard, the Schoel at
PFratte Bottom was built. It was opened with & "t i
17 18846, and the regular work of the Schoel commencsed on the
19th of the =same month.

School Boardes were abolished in the vyear 1702 their
dutiez being transferred to the Fent Educaticon Committee.
Local Managers were retained, nominally to supervise the
Schools in their parish, but as all powesr was taken from them;
they are of but little use.

Green Street Gresn, or Mew Chelsfield, with its increasing
popuilation, necessitated further =s=chool accommodation on that
zide of the parish. & new Scheool was built there in 1208. This
School was gpened by Lord Avebury on January 29 in the
following yvear. A tea w given to the parentz and children.

as
The actual work of the school commenced on February the lst

a
~d



